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6231-S AMS HOCH S4810. 1

SSB 6231 - S AMD - 177
By Senator Hochstatter

NOT ADOPTED 2/ 15/ 00

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW19. 28.005 and 1993 ¢ 275 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Admnistrator” neans a person designated by an electrica
contractor to supervise electrical work and el ectricians in accordance
with the rul es adopted under this chapter.

(2) "Board" neans the electrical board under RCW 19. 28. 065.

(3) "Chapter" nmeans chapter 19.28 RCW

(4) "Departnment” means the departnent of |abor and industries.

(5 "Director" neans the director of the departnent or the
director’s designee.

(6) "Electrical construction trade" includes but is not limtedto
installing or maintaining electrical wres and equi pnent that are used

for light, heat, or power and installing and maintaining renote
control, signaling, power Ilimted, or comunication circuits or
systens.

(7) "Electrical contractor" neans a person, firm partnershinp,
corporation, or other entity that offers to undertake, undertakes,
submts a bid for, or does the work of installing or maintaining wires
or equi pnent that convey electrical current.

(8) "Equi pnment” neans any equi pnent or apparatus that directly
uses, conducts, or is operated by electricity but does not nean plug-in
househol d appl i ances.

(9) "Industrial control panel"™ neans a factory-wired or user-wred
assenbly of industrial control equipnent such as notor controllers,
switches, relays, power supplies, conputers, cathode ray tubes,
transducers, and auxiliary devices. The panel may include di sconnect
means and notor branch circuit protective devices.

(10) "Journeyman el ectrician" nmeans a person who has been i ssued a
journeyman el ectrician certificate of conpetency by the departnent.
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(11) "Specialty electrician” neans a person who has been issued a
specialty electrician certificate of conpetency by the departnent.

(12) "Tel ecommuni cati ons backbone cabling systens” neans a system
that provides interconnections between telecomunications closets,
equi pnent roons, and entrance facilities in the telecomunications
cabling system structure. Backbone cabling consists of the backbone
cables, internediate and main cross-connects, nmechanical term nations,
and patch cords or junpers used for backbone to backbone cross-
connection. Backbone cabling also includes cabling between buil dings.

(13) "Telecomunications closet” neans a room for housing
t el ecomruni cations equi pnent, cable termnations, and cross-connect
wiring that serve that particular floor. The closet is the recognized
transition point between the backbone and horizontal cabling systens.

(14) "Tel ecomruni cations horizontal cabling systens" neans the
portions of the tel ecomunications cabling systemthat extends fromthe
wor kK ar ea t el ecomruni cati ons out | et or connect or to t he
t el ecomruni cations closet. The horizontal cabling includes the
horizontal cables, the tel econmunications outlet or connector in the
work area, the nmechanical term nation, and horizontal cross-connections
| ocated in the tel ecommuni cati ons cl oset.

(15) "Telecommunications structured cabling systenl neans the
conplete collective configuration of cabling and associ at ed hardwar e at
a given site and installed to perform specific telecomunications
functions.

(16) "Tel ecomuni cations systens” neans structured cabling systens
that begin at the demarcation point between the |ocal service provider
and the custoner’s prem ses structured cabling system

(a) Tel ecomuni cations systens enconpass all forns of information
generation, processi ng, and transporting of signals conveyed
electronically or optically within or between buildings, including
voi ce, data, video, and audio.

(b) Tel ecommuni cations systens include structured cabling systens,
conpati bl e connecting hardware, tel ecomunications equi pnent, preni ses
switching equipnent, infrared, fiber optic, radio-frequency, and other
limted-energy interconnections associated wth telecomunications
systens or appli ances.

(c) Tel ecommuni cations systens do not include horizontal cabling
used for fire protection signaling systens, intrusion alarns, access
control systens, patient nonitoring systens, energy nmanagenent control
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systens, industrial and automation control systens, HVAC/ refrigeration

control systens, lighting control systens, and stand-alone anplified

sound or public address systens.
(d) Tel econmuni cations systens may interface with other building

signal systens including security, alarns, and energy nmnagenent at

cross-connection junctions within telecomunications closets or at

extended points of denarcation. Tel econmuni cati ons systens do not

include the installation or termnation of prenmses |line voltage

service, feeder, or branch circuit conductors or equipnent.

Sec. 2. RCW19.28.010 and 1993 ¢ 275 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) All wres and equi pnent, and i nstallations thereof, that convey
electric current and installations of equipnent to be operated by
electric current, in, on, or about buildings or structures, except for
nonconposite fiber optic cables, structured conmunications cabling,

t el ephone, telegraph, radio, and television wires and equi pnent, and
tel evision antenna installations, signal strength anplifiers, and
coaxial installations pertaining thereto shall be in strict conformty
with this chapter, the statutes of the state of Washington, and the
rules issued by the departnent, and shall be in conformty wth
approved net hods of construction for safety to life and property. Al
w res and equi pnent that fall within section 90.2(b)(5) of the National
El ectrical Code, 1981 edition, are exenpt fromthe requirenents of this
chapter. The regulations and articles in the National Electrical Code,
the national electrical safety code, and other installation and safety
regul ati ons approved by the national fire protection association, as
nmodi fied or supplenented by rules issued by the departnent in
furtherance of safety to |life and property under authority hereby
granted, shall be prima facie evidence of the approved nethods of
construction. All materials, devices, appliances, and equi pnment used
in such installations shall be of a type that conforns to applicable
st andards or be indicated as acceptabl e by the established standards of
any electrical product testing |aboratory which is accredited by the
depart nent. | ndustrial control panels, utilization equipnent, and
their conmponents do not need to be listed, |abeled, or otherw se
i ndi cated as acceptable by an accredited electrical product testing
| aboratory unless specifically required by the National Electrica
Code, 1993 edition.
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(2) Residential buildings or structures noved into or within a
county, city, or town are not required to conply with all of the
requi renents of this chapter, if the original occupancy classification
of the building or structure is not changed as a result of the nove.
Thi s subsection shall not apply to residential buildings or structures
that are substantially renodel ed or rehabilitated.

(3) This chapter shall not limt the authority or power of any city
or towmn to enact and enforce under authority given by law any
ordi nance, rule, or regulation requiring an equal, higher, or better
standard of construction and an equal, higher, or better standard of
materials, devices, appliances, and equi pnent than that required by

this chapter. A city or town shall require that its electrical
inspectors neet the qualifications provided for state electrical
i nspectors in accordance with RCW19.28.070. 1In a city or town having

an equal, higher, or better standard the installations, materials,
devi ces, appliances, and equipnent shall be in accordance with the
ordi nance, rule, or regulation of the city or town. El ectri cal
equi pnent associated wth spas, hot tubs, swimmng pools, and
hydr omassage bat ht ubs shall not be offered for sale or exchange unl ess
the electrical equipnment is certified as being in conpliance with the
appl i cabl e product safety standard by bearing the certification mark of
an approved el ectrical products testing | aboratory.

(4) Nothing in this chapter nmay be construed as permtting the
connection of any conductor of any electric circuit with a pipe that is
connected with or designed to be connected with a waterworks piping
system wthout the consent of the person or persons legally
responsi bl e for the operation and mai nt enance of the waterworks piping
system

Sec. 3. RCW19.28.200 and 1998 ¢ 98 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No license under the provision of this chapter shall be
required from any wutility or any person, firm partnership,
corporation, or other entity enployed by a utility because of work in
connection with the installation, repair, or maintenance of |ines,
W res, apparatus, or equipnment owned by or under the control of a
utility and used for transm ssion or distribution of electricity from
the source of supply to the point of contact at the prem ses and/or
property to be supplied and service connections and neters and ot her
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apparatus or appliances used in the neasurenent of the consunption of
electricity by the custoner.

(2) No license under the provisions of this chapter shall be
required from any utility because of work in connection with the
installation, repair, or maintenance of the foll ow ng:

(a) Lines, wires, apparatus, or equipnent used in the lighting of
streets, alleys, ways, or public areas or squares;

(b) Lines, wires, apparatus, or equipnment owed by a comercial,
i ndustrial, or public institution custoner that are an i ntegral part of
a transm ssion or distribution system either overhead or underground,
provi di ng service to such custonmer and | ocated outside the building or
structure: PROVIDED, That a utility does not initiate the sale of
services to perform such work;

(c) Lines and wires, together with ancillary apparatus, and
equi pnent, owned by a custoner that is an independent power producer
who has entered into an agreenent for the sale of electricity to a
utility and that are wused in transmtting electricity from an
el ectrical generating unit | ocated on prem ses used by such custoner to
the point of interconnection with the utility's system

(3) Any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
I icensed under RCW 19. 28.120 nmay enter into a contract with a utility
for the performance of work under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) No license under the provisions of this chapter shall be
required from any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other
entity because of the work of installing and repairing ignition or
lighting systens for notor vehicles.

(5 No license under the provisions of this chapter shall be
required from any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other
entity because of work in connection with the installation, repair, or
mai nt enance of wires and equi pnent, and installations thereof, exenpted
in RCW 19. 28. 010.

(6) The departnment may by rule exenpt fromlicensing requirenents
under this chapter work perfornmed on premanufactured electric power
generation equi pnrent assenblies and control gear involvingthe testing,
repair, nodification, maintenance, or installation of conponents
internal to the power generation equipnment, the control gear, or the
transfer switch

(7) No license under the provisions of this chapter shall be
required from any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other
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entity because of work in connection with the installation, repair,

mai_ nt enance, or t esting of t el econmuni cati ons syst ens.
"Tel ecommuni cati ons systens" i ncl udes equi pnent and associ at ed
hardware, pathway systens, and cable nmnagement systens. It also

includes installation of open wring systens of telecomunications

cables, surface nonnetallic raceways designated and used exclusively

for teleconmmuni cations, optical fiber innerduct raceway., underqground

raceways designated and used exclusively for telecomunications and

installed for additions or extensions to existing tel econmuni cations

systens not to exceed fifty feet inside the building, and incidental

short sections of circular or surface netal raceway, not to exceed ten

feet, for access or protection of telecomunications cabling and

installation of cable trays and | adder racks in teleconmunications

service entrance roons, spaces, or closets.

Sec. 4. RCW19.28.610 and 1998 ¢ 98 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Not hi ng in RCW 19. 28. 510 through 19.28.620 shall be construed to
require that a person obtain a license or a certified electrician in
order to do electrical work at his or her residence or farmor pl ace of
busi ness or on other property owned by hi mor her unless the electrical
work is on the construction of a new building intended for rent, sale,
or |ease. However, if the construction is of a new residential
building with up to four units intended for rent, sale, or |ease, the
owner may receive an exenption fromthe requirenent to obtain a license
or use acertified electricianif he or she provides a signed affidavit

to the departnent stating that he or she will be perform ng the work
and will occupy one of the units as his or her principal residence.
The owner shall apply to the departnent for this exenption and may only
recei ve an exenption once every twenty-four nonths. It is intended

that the owner receiving this exenption shall occupy the unit as his or
her principal residence for twenty-four nonths after conpletion of the
units. Nothing in RCW19. 28. 510 t hrough 19. 28. 620 shall be intended to
derogate fromor dispense with the requirenents of any valid electrica
code enacted by a city or town pursuant to RCW 19.28.010(3), except
that no code shall require the holder of a certificate of conpetency to
denonstrate any additional proof of conpetency or obtain any other
license or pay any fee in order to engage in the electrical
construction trade. RCW19. 28.510 t hrough 19. 28. 620 shall not apply to
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common carriers subject to Part | of the Interstate Comrerce Act, nor
to their officers and enpl oyees. Not hing in RCW 19.28.510 through
19. 28. 620 shall be deened to apply to the installation or maintenance
of tel ephone, tel egraph, radio, or television wires and equi pnent; nor
to any electrical utility or its enployees in the installation, repair,
and mai nt enance of electrical wiring, circuits, and equi pnment by or for
the utility, or conprising a part of its plants, lines or systens. The
i censi ng provisions of RCW19. 28.510 t hrough 19. 28. 620 shal | not apply
to:

(1) Persons making electrical installations on their own property
or to regularly enployed enployees working on the prem ses of their
enpl oyer, unless the electrical work is on the construction of a new
buil ding intended for rent, sale, or |ease;

(2) Enployees of an enployer while the enployer is performng
utility type work of the nature described in RCW19.28.200 so |ong as
such enpl oyees have registered in the state of Wshington with or
graduated from a state-approved outside |ineman apprenticeship course
that is recognized by the departnment and that qualifies a person to
perform such work; ((ef))

(3) Any work exenpted under RCW 19. 28. 200(6); or

(4) Persons, firms, partnerships, corporations, or other entities
engaged in t he installation, repair, or mai nt enance of

t el econmmuni cati ons syst ens.

Not hi ng in RCW 19. 28. 510 through 19.28.620 shall be construed to
restrict the right of any househol der to assist or receive assistance
froma friend, neighbor, relative or other person when none of the
i ndi vidual s doing the electrical installation hold thensel ves out as
engaged in the trade or business of electrical installations. Nothing
precl udes any person who is exenpt fromthe licensing requirenents of
this chapter wunder this section from obtaining a journeyman or
specialty certificate of conpetency if they otherwse neet the
requi renents of this chapter."”
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By Senator Hochstatter
NOT ADOPTED 2/ 15/ 00

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "installations;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "and anmending RCW 19.28. 005,
19. 28. 010, 19.28.200, and 19.28.610."

EFFECT: El i m nates t he provi si ons est abl i shing a
t el ecommuni cations contractor |icense and clarifies that an el ectri cal
license is not required for the installation, maintenance, and testing
of tel ecommuni cations systens and equi pnent.

~-- END ---



