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By Senator Patterson
ADOPTED 3/ 8/ 00

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that while governnent
services are provided to the citizens of the state of Wshington
t hrough many nechani sns, the nost preval ent delivery of services occurs
through city, county, or state governnment actions. Increased demand
for these services and limted revenue to neet those services have | ed
t o unproductive conpetition between cities, counties, and the state for
the revenue that is collected and shared between cities, counties, and
the state.

Therefore, the legislature finds that there is a need to eval uate
t he delivery of governnent services, the allotnent of revenues, and the
collection and distribution of various fines and forfeitures through
the establishnment of a joint task force on | ocal governnents.

The legislature further finds that rules adopted by state agencies
cause | ocal governnents to allocate funds to neet those rules that are
not fully funded at the state |evel

The legislature further finds that the state nust recognize the
costs to local governnments of rules adopted by state agencies and
mtigate the financial inpacts of those rules for a significant period
to allow | ocal governnents to develop strategies to conply with the
requi renents of Initiative Measure No. 695.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The joint task force on |ocal
governments is created, to consist of seventeen nenbers including:

(a) The follow ng four nmenbers of the house of representatives or
t heir desi gnees: (1) The chair and ranking mnority nenber or the
cochairs of the conmttee on appropriations; and (ii) the chair and
ranking mnority nmenber or the cochairs of the conmmttee on |oca
gover nnent ;

(b) The follow ng four nenbers of the senate or their designees:
(1) The chair and the ranking mnority nmenber of the conmttee on ways
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and neans; and (ii) the chair and ranking mnority nenber of the
commttee on state and | ocal governnent;

(c) One nenber fromthe office of the governor

(d) Four nenbers fromthe association of Washington cities;

(e) Two menbers fromthe Washi ngt on state associ ati on of counti es;
and

(f) Two nenbers from the Wshington association of county
of ficials.

(2) The nonlegislative nmenbers of the task force shall serve
wi t hout conpensation, but wll be reinbursed for travel expenses as
provided in RCW 43.03. 050 and 43.03.060. Legislative nenbers of the
task force will be reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW
44.04.120. The staff of senate commttee services and the office of
programresearch of the house of representatives shall provide support
to the task force.

(3) The task force nmust be cochaired by one senator, chosen by the
task force, and one state representative, chosen by the task force,
from opposite political parties. The cochairs shall appoint experts
and advisors as nonvoting nenbers of the task force to provide
i nformati on on various subjects, including but not limted to speci al
purpose districts and public enpl oyee unions. The task force shal
establish rules of procedure at its first neeting.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The joint task force on |ocal governnents
shal | :

(1) Conplete a thorough study of the delivery of governnent
services, allotment of revenues, and collection and distribution of
various fines and forfeitures; and

(2) Commence the study by July 1, 2000, present an interimreport
of its findings and any recommendations to the | egislature by January
30, 2001, and present a final report, including proposed |egislation,
addressing its recomendations to the |egislature by January 1, 2002.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires March 30, 2002."
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By Senator Patterson

ADOPTED 3/ 8/ 00

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "services;" strike the

remai nder of the title and insert "creating new sections;
an expiration date."

~-- END ---

and provi di ng



