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By Commttee on Natural Resources

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the popul ation
of the Puget Sound region will grow by nore than a mllion and a half
by 2020, and that current and new residents wll seek greater
opportunities for outdoor recreation within a reasonabl e di stance from
their hones. Changi ng denographics, healthier and nore active
lifestyles, and i nprovenments in recreation technology will all lead to
growi ng public demand for areas and facilities in which to recreate.
The west sl ope Cascade foothills, fromthe international border south
t hrough Thurston county, provide a wealth of existing and potenti al
outdoor recreation areas that are close to the great majority of the
ur bani zed areas of Puget Sound. Wthin this area are many public
| ands, including state park units, that may provide the nucleus for a
network of | ands accessible for diverse recreational uses by peopl e of
al | ages, physical capacities, and recreational preferences.

The legislature further finds that the Cascade foothills are hone
to many permanent residents who benefit fromthe natural resource and
lifestyle anenities of the foothills, and that expanding recreational
opportunities in the foothills nust be consistent with the |ong-term
sustainability of the |local econom es. The west slope Cascade
foothills also are an integral part of the "nountains to sound” region
and provide significant benefits to the entire region, including
wat ershed protection, wildlife habitat, flood damage reduction, and
scenic val ues. A review of outdoor recreational needs and
opportunities in the foothills should include consideration of these
benefits and the need for protection of these functions and val ues.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) As used in this section and section 1 of
this act, "Cascade foothills,” "west slope Cascade foothills,"” and
"Cascade foothills area"” neans the generally nonurbani zed area wthin
t he Cascade nountain range and drai nages |ying between three hundred
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and three thousand feet above nean sea level, and |ocated within the
counties of Watcom Skagit, Snohom sh, King, Pierce, and Thurston

Lands lying at |ower elevations that are in the immediate vicinity of
the foothills area, such as | ower drainages, are also included within
this term These lands include public lands that are devoted to
devel oped, nonrecreational uses. This definitionis provided solely to
gui de the parks and recreation comm ssion in the geographic scope of
its study responsibilities and confers no authority upon any entity
ot her than the conmm ssion for the study purposes of this section.

(2) The Washington state parks and recreation conmm ssion shall
revi ew and nmake reconmendations to the | egislature and governor on the
exi sting and future outdoor recreational needs and opportunities in the
west sl ope Cascade foothills, recognizing the inportant functions and
values that are provided by these | ands. These include wildlife
habitat, watershed protection, flood damage protection, scenic
enjoynent, and economc uses, as well as the nmeans by which nore
effective use of existing public lands in the foothills, assisted by
willing private providers of outdoor recreation facilities, may serve
to neet these needs. To this end the study shoul d incl ude:

(a) An assessnment of the existing and the twenty-year growth
projection for recreational demand of the population residing within
one-hour driving time from the Cascade foothills. This assessnent
shal |l include the types of recreational uses anticipated, denographic
projections of recreational users, and developed facilities needed to
serve such uses;

(b) An inventory of existing facilities and | ands accessible for
recreational use wthin the Cascade foothills;

(c) Areviewof existing local, regional, state, federal, private,
and nongovernnmental nonprofit entities providing outdoor recreation
opportunities within the Cascade foothills and their coordination in
meeti ng public outdoor recreation demand, as well as the role of public
education of recreational users to avoid | and damage;

(d) Areview of state lands within the Cascade foothills that my
be managed principally or in part for outdoor recreation uses as a unit
of a Cascade foothills state park, and recommendations for
transitioning to such managenent;

(e) A conpilation of nmaterials, obtained at no cost by the
comm ssion from other governnent agencies and private entities, of
existing wildlife and conservation functions and val ues, whi ch coul d be
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used in future evaluations of the conpatibility of proposed
recreational uses and activities;

(f) Recommendations for regional coordination anong public and
private outdoor recreation providers to pronote expanded outdoor
recreation opportunities within the Cascade foothills; and

(g) Methods to fund local, regional, and state outdoor recreation
prograns and facilities within the Cascade foothills.

(3) In conducting the study, the Wshington state parks and
recreation conmm ssion should consult wth the counties and cities
within the Cascade foothills area, with other public and private |and
manager s provi di ng outdoor recreation opportunities to the public, and
W th organi zati ons having an interest in the managenent, conservati on,
and use of public lands in the Cascade foothills.

(4) The Washi ngton state parks and recreati on conm ssi on may accept
contributions of funds or services to assist in conducting the study.

(5) The Washington state parks and recreation conm ssion shall
provide its report covering subsection (2)(a) through (e) of this
section to the governor and the senate natural resources, parks and
recreation commttee and the natural resources conmttee of the house
of representatives no later than nine nonths after having received,
t hrough appropriation or contribution, one hundred thousand dollars to
cover the <costs of the study. A final report, including
recommendati ons covering subsection (2)(f) and (g) of this section
shall be provided by July 1, 2002.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
April 15, 2000."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Delays the timng of the recommendations to nine nonths
after the Parks and Recreati on Comm ssion recei ves one hundred t housand
dol lars to conduct the study, either by appropriation or contribution.
Del ays the timng for recommendations pertaining to coordinating and
fundi ng regional outdoor recreation until the final report. Ext ends
the deadline for the final report to July 1, 2002.

~-- END ---
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