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By Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. This act may be referred to as the honel ess
youth prevention, protection, and education act, or the HOPE act.
Every day many youth in this state seek shelter out on the street. A
nurturing nuclear famly does not exist for them and state-sponsored
alternatives such as foster hones do not neet the demand and isol ate
youth, who feel like outsiders in famlies not their own. The
| egi sl ature recogni zes the need to devel op placenent alternatives for
dependent youth ages sixteen to eighteen, who are |iving on the street.
The HOPE act is an effort to engage youth and provide them access to
servi ces through devel opnent of life skills in a setting that supports
them Nothing in this act shall constitute an entitlenent.

Sec. 2. RCW74.15.020 and 1998 ¢ 269 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purpose of chapter 74.15 RCWand RCW 74. 13. 031, and unl ess
otherwi se clearly indicated by the context thereof, the follow ng terns
shal | nean:

(1) "Agency" neans any person, firm partnership, association
corporation, or facility which receives children, expectant nothers, or
persons wth developnental disabilities for control, ~care, or
mai nt enance outside their own honmes, or which places, arranges the
pl acenent of, or assists in the placenment of children, expectant
not hers, or persons with devel opnental disabilities for foster care or
pl acenment of children for adoption, and shall include the follow ng
irrespective of whether there is conpensation to the agency or to the
chil dren, expectant nothers or persons with devel opnental disabilities
for services rendered:

(a) "Child day-care center" neans an agency which regularly
provi des care for a group of children for periods of |ess than twenty-
four hours;
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(b) "Child-placing agency” nmeans an agency which places a child or
children for tenporary care, continued care, or for adoption

(c) "Community facility" nmeans a group care facility operated for
the care of juveniles comnmtted to the departnment under RCW13. 40. 185.
A county detention facility that houses juveniles commtted to the
departnment under RCW 13.40.185 pursuant to a contract with the
departnment is not a community facility;

(d) "Crisis residential center" neans an agency which is a
tenporary protective residential facility operated to perform the
duties specified in chapter 13.32A RCW in the manner provided in RCW
74.13. 032 through 74. 13. 036;

(e) "Fam |y day-care provider"” neans a child day-care provider who
regul arly provides child day care for not nore than twelve children in
the provider’'s hone in the famly living quarters;

(f) "Foster-famly honme" neans an agency which regularly provides
care on a twenty-four hour basis to one or nore children, expectant
nmot hers, or persons with devel opnental disabilities inthe famly abode
of the person or persons under whose direct care and supervision the
child, expectant nother, or person wth a devel opnental disability is
pl aced;

(g "Goup-care facility" neans an agency, other than a foster-
famly home, which is maintained and operated for the care of a group
of children on a twenty-four hour basis;

(h) "HOPE center" neans an agency licensed by the secretary to
provide tenporary residential placenent and other services to street
yout h. A street youth may renmain in a HOPE center for thirty days
whi |l e services are arranged and pernmanent placenent is coordinated. No
street youth may stay longer than thirty days unless approved by the
departnment and any additional days approved by the departnent nust be
based on the unavailability of a long-termplacenent option. A street

yout h whose parent wants him or her returned to hone may remain in a
HOPE center until his or her parent arranges return of the youth, not
longer. All other street youth nust have court approval under chapter
13.34 or 13.32A RCWto remain in a HOPE center up to thirty days;

(i) "Maternity service" neans an agency whi ch provides or arranges
for care or services to expectant nothers, before or during
confinenent, or which provides care as needed to nothers and their
infants after confinenent;
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((6)) () "Service provider" neans the entity that operates a
community facility.

(2) "Agency" shall not include the foll ow ng:

(a) Persons related to the child, expectant nother, or person with
devel opnmental disability in the foll ow ng ways:

(1) Any blood relative, including those of half-blood, and
including first cousins, nephews or nieces, and persons of preceding
generations as denoted by prefixes of grand, great, or great-great;

(ii) Stepfather, stepnother, stepbrother, and stepsister;

(ti1) A person who legally adopts a child or the child s parent as
wel | as the natural and other legally adopted children of such persons,
and other relatives of the adoptive parents in accordance with state
I aw;

(1v) Spouses of any persons nanmed in (i), (ii), or (iii) of this
subsection (2)(a), even after the marriage is term nated; or

(v) Extended fam |y nenbers, as defined by the | aw or customof the
Indian child s tribe or, in the absence of such | aw or custom a person
who has reached the age of eighteen and who is the Indian child s
grandparent, aunt or uncle, brother or sister, brother-in-law or
sister-in-law, niece or nephew, first or second cousin, or stepparent
who provides care in the famly abode on a twenty-four-hour basis to an
Indian child as defined in 25 U S.C. Sec. 1903(4);

(b) Persons who are | egal guardi ans of the child, expectant nother,
or persons wth devel opnental disabilities;

(c) Persons who care for a neighbor’s or friend’ s child or
children, with or wthout conpensation, where: (i) The person
providing care for periods of less than twenty-four hours does not
conduct such activity on an ongoi ng, regularly schedul ed basis for the
pur pose of engagi ng i n busi ness, which includes, but is not limtedto,
advertising such care; or (ii) the parent and person providing care on
a twenty-four-hour basis have agreed to the placenent in witing and
the state is not providing any paynent for the care;

(d) Parents on a mutually cooperative basis exchange care of one
anot her’s chil dren;

(e) A person, partnership, corporation, or other entity that
provi des placenent or simlar services to exchange students or
i nternational student exchange visitors or persons who have the care of
an exchange student in their hone;
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(f) Nursery school s or kindergartens which are engaged primarily in
educational work with preschool children and in which no child is
enrolled on a regular basis for nore than four hours per day;

(g) Schools, including boarding schools, which are engaged
primarily in education, operate on a definite school year schedul e,
follow a stated academ c curriculum accept only school -age children
and do not accept custody of children;

(h) Seasonal canps of three nonths’ or |ess duration engaged
primarily in recreational or educational activities;

(1) Hospitals licensed pursuant to chapter 70.41 RCW when
performng functions defined in chapter 70.41 RCW nursing hones
I icensed under chapter 18.51 RCW and boarding honmes |icensed under
chapter 18.20 RCW

(j) Licensed physicians or |awers;

(k) Facilities providing care to children for periods of |ess than
twenty-four hours whose parents remain on the prem ses to participate
in activities other than enpl oynent;

(I') Facilities approved and certified under chapter 71A 22 RCW

(m Any agency having been in operation in this state ten years
prior to June 8, 1967, and not seeking or accepting noneys or
assi stance fromany state or federal agency, and is supported in part
by an endowrent or trust fund;

(n) Persons who have a child in their home for purposes of
adoption, if the child was placed in such home by a |licensed child-
pl aci ng agency, an authorized public or tribal agency or court or if a
repl acenent report has been filed under chapter 26.33 RCW and the
pl acenment has been approved by the court;

(o) An agency operated by any unit of local, state, or federa
government or an agency, |located wthin the boundaries of a federally
recogni zed I ndian reservation, licensed by the Indian tribe;

(p) An agency located on a federal mlitary reservation, except
where the mlitary authorities request that such agency be subject to
the licensing requirenents of this chapter.

(3) "Departnment” neans the state departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(4) "Juvenile" means a person under the age of twenty-one who has
been sentenced to a term of confinenent under the supervision of the
depart nment under RCW 13. 40. 185.
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(5) "Probationary |icense" neans a | icense i ssued as a disciplinary
measure to an agency that has previously been issued a full |icense but
is out of conpliance with |icensing standards.

(6) "Requirenment” means any rule, regulation, or standard of care
to be maintained by an agency.

(7) "Secretary" nmeans the secretary of social and health services.

(8) "Street youth" nmeans a person under the age of eighteen who
lives outdoors or in another unsafe | ocation not intended for occupancy

by the minor and who is not residing with his or her parent or at his

or her legally authorized residence.

(9) "Transitional living services" neans at a nmninum to the
extent funds are available, the foll ow ng:
(a) Educat i onal servi ces, i ncl udi ng basi c literacy and

conputational skills training, either in local alternative or public

high schools or in a high school equivalency program that |leads to

obtai ning a high school equival ency deagree;

(b) Assistance and counseling related to obtaining vocational
training or higher education, job readi ness, job search assi stance, and

pl acenent prograns;

(c) Counseling and instruction in life skills such as noney
managenent ., hone nmanagenent, consuner skills, parenting, health care,

access to community resources, and transportati on and housi ng options;

(d) Individual and group counseling;
(e) Recognizing and facilitating long-term relationships wth
significant adults: and

(f) Establishing networks with federal agencies and state and | ocal
organi zations such as the United States departnent of | abor, enpl oyment

and training admnistration prograns including the job training

part nership act which adm nisters private i ndustry councils and the job

corps; vocational rehabilitation; and vol unteer prograns.

Transitional |living services shall be tailored to neet the needs of
the individual yout h. If a vyouth denpbnstrates a consistent

unwi Il lingness to participate in the acquisition of transitional living

skills and services, a reassessnment shall be done of the youth's

appropri ateness for the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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The secretary shall establish HOPE centers that provide no nore
t han seventy-five beds across the state and nmay establish HOPE centers
by contract, wthin funds appropriated by the |l egislature specifically
for this purpose. HOPE centers shall be operated in a manner to
reasonably assure that street youth placed there will not run away.
Street youth may | eave a HOPE center during the course of the day to
attend school or other necessary appointnents, but the street youth
must be acconpani ed by an adm ni strator or an adm ni strator’s desi gnee.
The street youth nust provide the admnistration wth specific
information regarding his or her destination and expected tinme of
return to the HOPE center. Any street youth who runs away froma HOPE
center shall not be readmtted unless specifically authorized by the
street youth’s placenent and |iai son specialist, and the placenent and
iaison specialist shall docunent with specific factual findings an
appropriate basis for readmtting any street youth to a HOPE center
HOPE centers are required to have the foll ow ng:

(1) Alicense issued by the secretary;

(2) A professional with a master’s degree in counseling, socia
work, or related field and at | east one year of experience working with
street youth or a bachelor of arts degree in social work or a related
field and five years of experience working with street youth. This
prof essional staff person may be contractual or a part-tine enpl oyee,
but must be available to work with street youth in a HOPE center at a
ratio of one to every fifteen youth staying in a HOPE center. This
prof essional shall be known as a placenent and |iaison specialist.
Pref erence shall be given to those professionals cross-credentialed in
mental health and chem cal dependency. The placenent and |iaison
speci al i st shall

(a) Conduct an assessnent of the street youth that includes a
determ nation of the street youth's | egal status regarding residenti al
pl acenent ;

(b) Facilitate the street youth’s return to his or her legally
authorized residence at the earliest possible date or initiate
processes to arrange legally authorized appropriate placenent. Any
street youth who may neet the definition of dependent child under RCW
13.34.030 nust be referred to the departnent. The departnment shal
determ ne whet her a dependency petition should be filed under chapter
13.34 RCW A shelter care hearing nust be held within seventy-two
hours to authorize out-of-honme placenent for any youth the departnent
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determ nes i s appropriate for out-of-hone placenent under chapter 13. 34
RCW All of the provisions of chapter 13.32A RCWnust be foll owed for
children in need of services or at-risk youth;

(c) Interface wth other rel evant resources and system
representatives to secure long-term residential placenent and other
needed services for the street youth;

(d) Be assigned imediately to each youth and neet with the youth
wi thin eight hours of the youth receiving HOPE center services;

(e) Develop a therapeutic relationship with the youth that enabl es
the specialist to help the street youth navigate the social service and
child wel fare systens;

(f) Facilitate a physical exam nation of any street youth who has
not seen a physician wthin one year prior to residence at a HOPE
center and facilitate evaluation by a county-designated nental health
prof essional, a chem cal dependency specialist, or bothif appropriate;
and

(g) Arrange an educational assessnent to neasure the street youth’s
conpetency level in reading, witing, and basic mathematics, and that
will nmeasure learning disabilities or special needs;

(3) Staff trained in developnent needs of street youth as
determned by the secretary, including an admnistrator who is a
professional with a master’s degree in counseling, social work, or a
related field and at | east one year of experience working with street
youth, or a bachelor of arts degree in social work or a related field
and five years of experience working with street youth, who nust work
with the placenment and |iaison specialist to provide appropriate
services on site;

(4) A data collection system that neasures outcones for the
popul ati on served, and enabl es research and eval uati on that can be used
for future program devel opnent and service delivery. Data collection
systens nust have confidentiality rules and protocols devel oped by the
secretary;

(5) Notification requirenents that neet the notification
requi renents of chapter 13.32A RCW The youth’'s arrival date and tine
must be logged at intake by HOPE center staff. The staff nust
i medi ately notify |law enforcenent and dependency caseworkers if a
street youth runs away froma HOPE center. A child may be transferred
to a secure facility as defined in RCW 13. 32A. 030 whenever the staff
reasonably believes that a street youth is likely to | eave the HOPE
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center and not return after full consideration of the factors set forth
in RCW 13. 32A.130(2)(a) (i) and (ii). The street youth’s tenporary
pl acenent in the HOPE center nust be authorized by the court or the
secretary if the youth is a dependent of the state under chapter 13.34
RCWor the departnent is responsible for the youth under chapter 13. 32A
RCW or by the youth's parent or |egal custodian, until such tinme as
the parent can retrieve the youth who is returning to hone;

(6) HOPE centers nust identify to the departnent any street youth
it serves who is not returning pronptly to hone. The departnent then
nmust contact the mssing children’ s cl earinghouse identifiedin chapter
13.60 RCW and either report the youth’s location or report that the
youth is the subject of a dependency action and the parent should
receive notice fromthe departnent; and

(7) Services that provide counseling and education to the street
yout h.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary is authorized to license HOPE centers that neet
statutory and rule requirenents created by the secretary. The
secretary is authorized to develop rules necessary to carry out the
provisions of this act. The secretary may rely upon existing |licensing
provi sions in devel opnent of |icensing requirenments for HOPE centers,
as are appropriate to carry out the intent of this act. HOPE centers
shal | be required to adhere to departnental regul ati ons prohibiting the
use of alcohol, tobacco, controlled substances, violence, and sexual
activity between residents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 13.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent of social and health services shall develop a
procedure for reporting mssing children information to the m ssing
children clearinghouse on children who are receiving departnental
services in each of its admnistrative regions. The purpose of this
procedure is to link parents to m ssing children. Wen the departnent
has obtained information that a mnor child has been |ocated at a
facility funded by the departnent, the department shall notify the
cl eari nghouse and the child s | egal custodian, advising the custodian
of the child s whereabouts or that the child is subject to a dependency
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action. The departnent shall inform the clearinghouse when
reuni fication occurs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The Washington institute for public policy
shal|l reviewthe effectiveness of the procedures established in section
5 of this act. The study shall include: (1) The nunber of |ega
custodi ans who utilize the clearinghouse; (2) the nunber of children
who are | ocated after the departnent’s procedures are operational; (3)
the inpedinents to effective utilization of the procedures and what
steps may be taken to reduce or elimnate the inpedinents; (4) the
met hods of public education regarding the availability of the program
and how to increase public awareness of the program

The review shall be submtted to the | egislature and the governor
not |ater than Decenber 1, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall provide technical assistance in preparation of
grant proposals for HOPE centers to nonprofit organi zations unfamliar
with and inexperienced in subm ssion of requests for proposals to the
depart nent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall consider prioritizing, on an ongoi ng basis,
the awarding of contracts for HOPE centers to providers who have not
traditionally been awarded contracts with the departnent.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. The departnent of social and health services
shal | seek any necessary federal waivers for federal funding of the
progranms created under this act. The departnment shall pursue federa
fundi ng sources for the prograns created under this act, and report to
the legislature any statutory barriers to federal funding.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. The Washington state institute for public
policy shall review the effectiveness of the HOPE centers. The study
shall include the characteristics of the youth being served, the
services offered to participating youth, the success of permanent
pl acenent of youth, the nunber of youth participating in each program
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educational achievenent of participants, enploynent history of
participants, the outcones for youth who have progressed through the
progranms, and other neasures that the institute deens helpful in
determ ning the neasurabl e outcones of this act.

The review shall be submtted to the | egislature and the governor
not |ater than Decenber 1, 2001.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 11. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 12. Wthin funds specifically appropriated by
the |l egislature, HOPE center beds referenced in section 3 of this act
shall be phased in at the rate of twenty-five percent each year
begi nni ng January 1, 2000, until the maximumis attai ned.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. Section 3 of this act takes effect January
1, 2000.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. | f specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 1999, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act
is null and void."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Renoves responsible living skills prograns. Renoves
reference to the Honeless |awsuit. Renoves the B&0 and Utility tax
credit. Renoves the aggravating circunstances enhancenent. Provides
a null & void clause.

~-- END ---
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