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5001-S AVH NR H2610. 2

SSB 5001 - H COWM AMD
By Commttee on Natural Resources

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that increased human
popul ation has resulted in growt h and devel opnent i nto areas previously
wild in nature. This gromh is leading to an inevitable interaction
between wld animals and humans. These interactions may threaten
honmes, property, pets, and |ivestock, and nay even be |ife threatening.

The legislature further finds that the population |evels of both
bl ack bear and cougar have experienced steady growth in recent years.
These popul ations, though fluctuating, have the potential to reach
unmanageabl e | evel s.

Sec. 2. RCW77.16.360 and 1997 ¢ 1 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Notw t hstandi ng the provi sions of RCW ((++12240-and+12265
er—other—provistons—of—taw)) 77.36.020 or 77.36.030, it is unlawful to
take, hunt, or attract black bear wwth the aid of bait.

(a) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
killing of black bear with the aid of bait by enpl oyees or agents of
county, state, or federal agencies while acting in their officia
capacities for the purpose of protecting |livestock, donestic aninals,
private property, or the public safety.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent the
establ i shment and operati on of feeding stations for black bear in order
to prevent damage to commercial tinberl and.

(c) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
director fromissuing a permt or nenorandum of understanding to a
publ i c agency, university, or scientific or educational institution for
the use of bait to attract black bear for scientific purposes.

(d) As used in this subsection, "bait" neans a substance pl aced,
exposed, deposited, distributed, scattered, or otherw se used for the
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pur pose of attracting black bears to an area where one or nore persons
hunt or intend to hunt them

(2) Notw thstandi ng RCW ((#+312240—er—any—other—provisions—of-
Faw)) 77.36.020 or 77.36.030, it is unlawful to hunt or pursue black

bear, cougar, bobcat, or lynx with the aid of a dog or dogs.

(a) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
killing of black bear, cougar, bobcat, or lynx wwth the aid of a dog or
dogs by enpl oyees or agents of county, state, or federal agencies while
acting in their official capacities for the purpose of protecting
| ivestock, donestic aninmals, private property, or the public safety.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
director fromissuing a permt or nenorandum of understanding to a
publ i c agency, university, or scientific or educational institution for
the use of a dog or dogs for the pursuit of black bear, cougar, bobcat,
or lynx for scientific purposes.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) of this section:

(a) The conm ssion shall authorize the use of dogs only in sel ected
areas within a gane nanagenent unit or units to address a specific
cougar population or public safety need. This authority may only be
exercised after the conmm ssion has determ ned that no other practical
alternative to the use of dogs exists, and after the conmm ssion has
adopted a rule or rules describing the conditions in which dogs may be
used. Conditions which may warrant the use of dogs within a gane
managenent unit include, but are not limted to, confirnmed cougar/hunman
safety incidents, confirnmed cougar/livestock or pet depredations, and
the nunber of cougar capture attenpts and rel ocations;

(b) The director may authorize the use of dogs with a permt issued
pursuant to RCW 77.12. 240.

(4) A person who violates subsection (1) or (2) of this sectionis
guilty of a gross m sdeneanor. In addition to appropriate crimna
penalties, the director shall revoke the hunting |license of a person
who violates subsection (1) or (2) of this section and a hunting
license shall not be issued for a period of five years follow ng the
revocation. Follow ng a subsequent violation of subsection (1) or (2)
of this section by the same person, a hunting license shall not be
issued to the person at any tine.
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NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. The secretary of state shall submt this act
to the people for their adoption and ratification, or rejection, at the
next general election to be held in this state, in accordance with
Article I'l, section 1 of the state Constitution and the | aws adopted to
facilitate its operation.”

Correct the title.

~-- END ---



