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Brief Title: Requiring physicians to report suspected cases of
domestic violence.

SB 6621 - DIGEST

(SEE ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Requires physicians licensed under chapter 18.71 RCW and
doctors of osteopathy licensed under chapter 18.57 RCW who, in the
course of their practice and as the result of a treating
relationship, encounter a patient who is or may be on the basis of
clinical evidence a victim of domestic violence shall have a duty
to report the victimization, or cause a report to be made, to an
appropriate law enforcement agency.

Provides that a failure to report as required by this act is
a gross misdemeanor punishable in accordance with RCW 9A.20.021.
However, it is an affirmative defense to the charge of failure to
report that the person had at the time of the failure to report a
reasonable belief that making such a report would place the patient
or the patient’s family or household member in danger of immediate
physical harm.


