6621- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally
sponsored by Senators Wjahn, Wod, Prentice, Wnsley, MAuliffe,
Kline, Franklin, B. Sheldon, Thibaudeau, Snyder, Goings, Fraser,
Fai rl ey and Kohl)

Brief Title: Requiring physicians to report suspected cases of
donestic viol ence.

SB 6621-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Requi res physicians |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW doctors
of osteopathy Ilicensed under chapter 18.57 RCW and podiatric
physi ci ans and surgeons |icensed under chapter 18.22 RCWwho, in
the course of their practice and as the result of a treating
rel ati onshi p, encounter a patient who is or may be on the basis of
clinical evidence a victimof donestic violence shall have a duty
to report the victimzation, or cause a report to be nade, to an
appropriate | aw enforcenent agency.

Decl ares that any physician participating in good faithin the
making of a report pursuant to this act, or testifying as to
al | eged donestic violence in a judicial proceeding shall be i mune
fromany liability arising out of such reporting or testifying.

Provides that a failure to report as required by this act is
a gross m sdeneanor punishable in accordance with RCW 9A 20. 021
However, it is an affirmative defense to the charge of failure to
report that the person had at the tine of the failure to report a
reasonabl e bel i ef that maki ng such a report woul d pl ace the patient
or the patient’s famly or househol d nenber in danger of i medi ate
physi cal harm



