6560- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Energy & Utilities (originally
sponsored by Senators Brown, Jacobsen, T. Shel don, Kohl, Hargrove,
Fairley, B. Sheldon, Prentice, Wjahn, Loveland, Thibaudeau,
McAul i ffe, Heavey, Spanel, Snyder, Rasnussen, Haugen, Patterson and
Frankl i n)

Brief Title: Protecting the rights of consuners of electric power.
SB 6560-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent to: (1) Preserve the benefits of consuner
and environnmental protection, system reliability, high service
quality, and | ow cost rates;

(2) ensure that all retail electrical customers have the sane
| evel of rights and protections; and

(3) require the adequate disclosure of the rights afforded to
retail electric custoners.

Directs the utilities and transportation conm ssion and the
departnment of community, trade and econom c devel opnent to conduct
a joint study of electrical service to custonmers with a report by
Decenber 31, 1998.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6560-S
April 2, 1998
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of WAshi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 9
and 12, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 6560 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to retail electrical custoners;"”

ESSB 6560 establishes certain protections for consuners of
electricity. It also, in section 5, directs the Wshington
Uilities and Transportation Conm ssion and the Departnent of
Communi ty, Trade and Econom c Devel opnent to jointly study several
inportant features of our current electric system and potentia
changes to our electric system

Section 9 of the bill is technically flawed. That section
would nullify the study required by section 5, wunless the
Legislature funds the study in the budget and specifically

references section 5 by section nunber. The legislature did in
fact fund the study in the budget, but referenced only the bil
nunber, not the section nunber. | believe the Legi sl ature intended

to fund the study, and ny veto of section 9 will achieve that goal.

Section 12 contains an energency cl ause that woul d have gi ven
i medi ate effect to the bill. Certain provisions of the bill
obligate utilities to provide newcustoners with alist of policies
and procedures. The wutilities need sone time to prepare that
information. Wthout section 12, the bill will take effect on June
11, 1998, which all ows adequate preparation tine.

For these reasons | have vetoed sections 9 and 12 of Engrossed



Substitute Senate Bill No. 6560.
Wth the exception of sections 9 and 12, Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill No. 6560 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



