6214- S2

Sponsor(s): Senate Conmttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored
by Senators Long, Hargrove, MDonal d, Deccio, Franklin, Stevens,
St ranni gan, Wod, Schow, Swecker, Hale, Sellar, Thi baudeau, Haugen,
W nsl ey and Cke)

Brief Title: Revising provisions relating to commtnent of nentally
ill persons.

SB 6214-S2 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent of the legislature to: (1) Carify that it
is the nature of a person’s current conduct, current nental
condition, history, and likelihood of commtting future acts that
pose a threat to public safety or hinself or herself, rather than
sinpl e categori zati on of of fenses, that shoul d determ ne treatnent
procedures and | evel;

(2) inmprove and clarify the sharing of information between the
mental health and crimnal justice systens; and

(3) provide additional opportunities for nental health
treatment for persons whose conduct threatens hinself or herself or
threatens public safety and has led to contact with the crim nal
justice system

Recogni zes that a person can be inconpetent to stand trial
but does not present a likelihood of serious harm The |egislature
does not intend to create a presunption that a person who is found
inconpetent to stand trial presents a likelihood of serious harm
requiring civil conmtnment.

Repeal s 71.05. 015 and 71. 05. 080.

Directs the Washington state institute for public policy to
conduct an evaluation of this act.

Requires the evaluation to be presented to the | egislature on
or before Novenber 15, 2003.

Directs the joint legislative audit and review commttee to
conduct an evaluation of the efficiency and effectiveness of this
act in nmeeting its state goals.

Directs the joint legislative audit and review commttee to
prepare an interimreport of its findings which shall be delivered
to the appropriate legislative commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate no | ater than Septenber 1, 2000.

Directs the joint legislative audit and review commttee to
prepare a final report of its findings which shall be delivered to
the appropriate legislative commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate no later than January 1, 2001.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6214- S2
April 2, 1998
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton



Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, wthout my approval as to sections 55
and 60, Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 6214 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to nental illness;"

2SSB 6214 broadens the Involuntary Treatnment Act (ITA)
commtnent standards to take greater account of a history of
vi ol ence. Anmong other things, it requires greater information
shari ng between treatnent providers and crimnal justice agencies,
and creates nechanisns to protect public safety in the context of
| TA treatnent.

Section 55 of 2SSB 6214 would require the Departnment of
Corrections to report annually to legislative fiscal commttees on
the efficacy of the regional support networks in inplementing this
| egislation, including information on their adm nistrative costs.
While such reporting has value, DOC has neither the audit
authority, the specialized expertise, nor the funding to perform
this task. The bill already requires evaluations and reports by
the Joint Legislative Audit and Revi ew Comm ttee and t he Washi ngt on
State Institute for Public Policy.

Section 60 would cause the entire act to expire on June 30,
2001. "Sunset" provisions can be valuable, but this would be too
soon. This conmplex newlaw w Il be difficult to inplenment and may
well require revision in the years to cone. The studies required
by the Institute for Public Policy and the Joint Legislative Audit
and Review Commttee can help identify problens and opportunities
for inprovenent.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 55 and 60 of Second
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6214.

Wth the exception of sections 55 and 60, Second Substitute
Senate Bill No. 6214 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



