6110
Sponsor(s): Senators Deccio, Wod, Benton, Wst, MDonald and
St ranni gan

Brief Title: Inplenenting the federal personal responsibility and
wor k opportunity reconciliation act of 1996.

SB 6110 - DI GEST

Provides that a fam |y that includes an adult who has received
tenporary assistance for needy famlies for sixty nonths after the
effective date of this section shall be ineligible for further
tenporary assistance for needy famlies assistance.

Provides that, by October 2002, the departnent shall devel op
and i npl ement an el ectronic benefit transfer systemto be used for
the delivery of public assistance benefits, including wthout
l[imtation, food assistance.

The departnment shall conply with P.L. 104-193, and shal
cooperate wth relevant federal agencies in the design and
i npl enentation of the electronic benefit transfer system

Requires the departnent to: (1) Provide eligible Indian
tribes ongoing, neaningful opportunities to participate in the
devel opnent, oversight, and operation of the state tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies program

(2) certify annually that it is providing equitable access to
the state tenporary assi stance for needy famlies programto Indi an
people whose tribe is not admnistering a tribal tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies program

(3) coordinate and cooperate with eligible Indian tribes that
elect to operate a tribal tenporary assistance for needy famlies
program as provided for in P.L. 104-193;

(4) upon approval by the secretary of the federal departnment
of health and human services of a tribal tenporary assistance for
needy famlies program transfer a fair and equitabl e amount of the
state mai ntenance of effort funds to the eligible Indian tribe; and

(5) establish rules related to the operation of this section
and section 108 of this act, covering, at a mninmum appropriate
uses of state maintenance of effort funds and annual reports on
program oper ati ons.

Provides that single adults wthout dependents between
eighteen and fifty years of age shall conply with federal food
stanp work requirenents as a condition of eligibility. The
departnment nay exenpt any counties or subcounty areas from the
federal food stanp work requirenments in P.L. 104-193, unless the
departnent receives witten evidence of official action by a county
or subcounty governing entity, taken after noticed consideration,
that indicates that a county or subcounty area chooses not to use
an exenption to the federal food stanp work requirenents.

Declares that it is the intent of the legislature that al
| egal immgrants who resided in the United States before August 22,
1996, retain eligibility for assistance progranms the sane as or
simlar to those fromwhich they | ost benefits as a result of P.L.
104- 193. The legislature also intends that sponsors’ incones
continue to be deenmed for these individuals in the same manner it



was addressed prior to August 22, 1996.

Declares that it is the intent of the legislature that al
applicants to the Washi ngton WrkFirst programshall be focused on
obtaining paid, unsubsidized enploynent. The focus of the
Washi ngton WorkFirst program shall be work for all recipients.

Declares that the legislature intends that every effort be
made to involve all youth in preparation for postsecondary
educati on, training, and enpl oynent, incl udi ng out - of -school yout h.

Decl ares that the departnment shall carry out a programto fund
i ndi vi dual devel opnent accounts established by recipients eligible
for assistance under the tenporary assistance for needy famlies
program

Decl ares that the departnent may provi de Washi ngt on Wor kFi r st
activities or nmake cross-referrals to existing programs to
qgual i fying noncustodial parents of children receiving tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies who are unable to neet their child
support obligations.

Declares that there is established in the departnent the
Washi ngt on WorkFirst program The departnent shall adm nister the
programconsi stent with the tenporary assistance for needy famlies
provi sions of P.L. 104-193. |In operating the WrkFirst programthe
departnment shall neet the mninum work participation rates
specified in federal law, and shall require recipients of
assistance to engage in job search and work activities as an
ongoi ng condition of eligibility.

Specifies the job assistance duties of the departnent of
soci al and health servi ces.

Specifies the requirenents for child care prograns.

Specifies requirenents for teen parents.

Specifies factors for grandparent liability.

Specifies provisions for illegitimacy ©prevention and
absti nence pronotion.

Specifies the departnment of social and health services
accountability.

Provides for a WrkFirst program study.

Requi res approval by the voters at the next general election.



