6006- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Energy & Utilities (originally
sponsored by Senators Finkbei ner and Rossi)

Brief Title: Enacting the electric custoner choice act.

SB 6006-S. E - DI GEST

(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 3/18/97)

Finds that: (1) The electric utility industry is undergoing
fundanmental change as a result of federal legislation and
regul atory decisions that require utilities to provide other users
W th nondi scrimnatory access to transm ssion |ines;

(2) it is in the interest of all Wshington consuners to
develop a state-wide franmework that is conpatible wth federa
devel opnent s. The goal of this new structure is to provide
conpetitive electricity service, while maintaining existing
reliability, to all of the state’ s residents and busi nesses;

(3) the state should take the first steps toward providing an
orderly transition to nore conpetitive markets for electricity.

Declares an intent to: (1) Require electric utilities to
separately account for their generation, transm ssion, and
distribution assets and operati ons;

(2) require that bills for retail electric customers contain
new price information; and

(3) require new market entrants that are not existing electric
utilities in the state to register with the wutilities and
transportati on comm ssion.



