6002- S2

Sponsor(s): Senate Conmittee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored
by Senators Long, Hargrove and Cke)

Brief Title: Supervising nentally ill offenders.

SB 6002-S2 - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent of the legislature to create a pilot
programto provide for postrelease nental health care and housing
for a select group of nentally ill offenders entering comunity
living, in order to reduce incarceration costs, increase public
safety, and enhance the offender’s quality of life.

Requires the secretary to select and contract with a regi onal
support network to provide specialized access and services to
mentally ill offenders upon release fromtotal confinenment within
the departnent of corrections who have been identified by the
departnment of corrections and selected by the regional support
network as high-priority clients for services and who neet service
programentrance criteria. The programshall enroll no nore than
twenty-five offenders at any one tine, but shall seek to fill any
vacanci es that occur.

Directs the departnment of social and health services, in
col | aboration with the departnment of corrections and the regional
support network, to track outconmes and submt to the |legislature a
report of services and outcones by Decenber 1, 1998, and annually
thereafter.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6002- S2
May 13, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl| enen:
| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 3,
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 6002 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to supervision of nentally ill offenders;"
This legislation establishes a pilot program to provide
speci ali zed access and follow up care to nentally ill offenders

after they are rel eased fromconfinenent. Under this program the
of fenders will get help finding enploynent, housing and treatnent
servi ces. | believe this type of program w |l serve the public
well by insuring that nentally ill offenders get the hel p they need
to successfully reintegrate into the comunity.

Section 3 would require that the state "shall indemify and
hol d harml ess the regi onal support network, private provider, and
any mental health provider, housing facility or other mental health
provider fromall clains or suits arising in any manner from acts
committed by an enrolled offender during his or her period of
enrollnment.” As drafted, section 3 would expose the state to an



undue risk of Iliability. To address concerns that program
enrollees may present special liability risks for service
providers, the Departnment of Social and Health Services shall
consi der all reasonabl e and appropriate neans to help limt service
provi der exposure to liability.

For this reason, | have vetoed section 3 of Second Substitute
Senate Bill No. 6002.
Wth the exception of section 3, | am approving Second

Substitute Senate Bill No. 6002.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



