
5959
Sponsor(s): Senators Anderson and Morton

Brief Title: Allowing for the establishment of restricted seed
potato production areas.

SB 5959.E - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that the production of high quality certified seed
potatoes within the state requires conditions that are as free as
possible from insect pests and plant diseases and that ensuring
these conditions exist is in the public interest. The legislature
further finds that the production of other potatoes intermixed with
or in close proximity to a concentrated seed potato production area
poses an increased risk of introduction of plant diseases and
insect pests.

Provides that growers of seed potatoes, certified in
accordance with rules adopted under chapter 15.14 RCW, may submit
a petition to the director of the department of agriculture
requesting that the director establish a restricted seed potato
production area. The petition shall include the proposed
geographic boundaries of the restricted seed potato production
area, and the types of restrictions that are proposed to apply to
the growing of nonseed potatoes.

Authorizes the director to approve the area following public
hearings.

Authorizes the director of the department of agriculture to
bring an action to enjoin the violation or threatened violation of
any provision of this chapter or any rule made pursuant to this
chapter in a court of competent jurisdiction of the county in which
such violation occurs or is about to occur.


