5848
Sponsor(s): Senators Benton and Koh

Brief Title: Revising insurance coverage of pharnmacy services.
SB 5848 - DI GEST

Provides that every health plan delivered, issued for
delivery, or renewed by a health carrier on and after January 1,
1998, that provides for paynent of all or a portion of prescription
costs, or reinbursenent of prescription costs, nmust: (1) Not [imt
the purchase of prescription nedicines to specific pharnacies;

(2) not discrimnate between different providers of pharmacy
services by requiring the paynent of different copaynents,
coi nsurance | evel s, deducti bl es, or prescription quantity limts by
t he covered pharmacy pati ent depending on the identity or nature of
t he provider of pharnmacy services;

(3) not prohibit a qualified provider of pharmacy services
frombecom ng a provi der under the policy if the applicant pharnmacy
i ndicates a desire to be recogni zed as a provider and neets all the
applicable terns and conditions of the policy contract; and

(4) offer a provider of pharmacy services the same terns and
condi ti ons.



