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Brief Title: Authorizing courts to order evaluation and treatment
of mentally ill offenders.

SB 5760 - DIGEST

(SUBSTITUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Declares an intent of the legislature to decrease the
likelihood of recidivism and reincarceration by mentally ill
offenders under correctional supervision in the community by
authorizing: (1) The courts to request presentence reports from
the department of corrections when a relationship between mental
illness and criminal behavior is suspected, and to order
psychiatric evaluation or treatment for offenders whose criminal
behavior is influenced by a mental illness; and

(2) community corrections officers to work with community
mental health providers to support participation in treatment by
mentally ill offenders on community placement or community
supervision.

Allows a court to order an offender on community placement or
community supervision to undergo psychiatric evaluation or to
participate in available outpatient psychiatric treatment, if the
court finds that reasonable grounds exist to believe that the
offender is a mentally ill person as defined in RCW 71.24.025, and
that this condition is likely to have influenced the offense. An
order of psychiatric evaluation or treatment must be based on a
presentence report and, if applicable, psychiatric evaluations that
have been filed with the court to determine the offender’s
competency or eligibility for a defense of insanity.


