5758
Sponsor (s): Senators MCaslin, Haugen, Hal e, Swecker and Patterson;
by request of Governor Locke

Brief Title: Inplenenting the recomendations of the | and use study
conmi ssi on.

SB 5758. E - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 3/17/97)

Finds that 1in developing its rural elenent under RCW
36. 70A. 070(5), a county should foster | and use patterns and devel op
a local vision of rural character that: WII| help preserve rural -
based economes and traditional rural lifestyles; wll foster
opportunities for small-scale, rural-based enploynent and self-
enpl oynent; will permt the operation of rural-based comercial,
recreational, and tourist businesses that are consistent wth
exi sting and pl anned | and use patterns; be conpatible with the use
of the land by wildlife and for fish and wildlife habitat; wll
foster the private stewardship of the | and and preservati on of open
space; and will enhance the rural sense of comunity and quality of
[ife.
Decl ares an intent that the boards apply a nore deferentia
standard of review to actions of counties and cities than the
pr eponder ance of the evidence standard provided for under existing
law. In recognition of the broad range of discretion that may be
exerci sed by counties and cities consistent wwth the requirenments
of this chapter, the legislature intends for the boards to grant
deference to counties and cities in how they plan for grow h,
consistent with the requirenents and goals of this chapter. Local
conpr ehensi ve plans and devel opnent regul ations require counties
and cities to balance priorities and options for action in ful
consideration of local circunstances. The |legislature finds that
while this chapter requires local planning to take place within a
framewor k of state goals and requirenents, the ultimte burden and
responsibility for planning and inplenenting a county’s or city’'s
future rests with that community.



