5718-S

Sponsor (S): Senate Committee on Transportation (originally
sponsored by Senators Wod, Newhouse, Haugen, Wnsley and ke; by
request of Departnent of Licensing)

Brief Title: Protecting certain personal information in state notor
vehicl e and driver records.

SB 5718-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEG SLATURE)

Declares an intent of this act to protect the interests of
i ndi vidual s in their personal privacy by prohibiting the disclosure
and use of personal information contained in their notor vehicle
and driver records, except as authorized by those individuals or by
| aw.

Decl ares that any person requesting the di scl osure of personal
i nformati on fromdepartnment records who know ngly m srepresents his
or her identity or knowngly nmakes a false statenent to the
departnent on any application required to be submtted pursuant to
this chapter shall be gqguilty of false swearing, a gross
m sdeneanor, under RCW 9A. 72. 040.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5718-S
May 20, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of WAshi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning herewith, wthout ny approval, Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5718 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to restricting the rel ease and use of certain

personal information from state notor vehicle and driver

records;"

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5718 would restructure the state’s
motor vehicle and driver records disclosure laws so that they
conformto the federal Driver’'s Privacy Protection Act of 1994.
This nmeasure does contain a few inprovenents over our existing
di scl osure | aws. The bill does not, however, go far enough in
protecting personal information of citizens that is held by the
state.

This legislation would provide broad access to personal
i nformati on by businesses and ot her organizations for uses other
than those for which the information was originally collected. It
specifically authorizes the disclosure of Social Security nunbers,
t el ephone nunbers, nedical and disability information, and other
data about individuals that could be used for inappropriate and
illegal purposes.

| understand that Washington, |ike other states, is required
to have policies and practices that are in substantial conpliance
with the federal law and that this bill is designed to neet those
requi renents. | am convinced, however, that our state can

tenporarily conply with federal standards through adoption of rules



and policies that are al so not inconsistent with current state | aw.
| have, therefore, instructed the Departnment of Licensing to nodify
its information disclosure policies to conformwith the federa
Driver’'s Privacy Protection Act until a review of this issue is
conpleted, and legislation with greater safeguards for persona
privacy can be enacted.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Substitute Senate Bill No.
5718 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



