5710- S2

Sponsor(s): Senate Conmittee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored
by Senators Hargrove, Long, Franklin, Stevens, Prentice, Zarelli
and Schow)

Brief Title: Changing provisions relating to juvenile care and
treatnment by the departnment of social and health services.

SB 5710-S2. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Revi ses provisions relating to juvenile care and treatnent by
t he departnent of social and health services.

Provides for the classification of a social worker V position.

Provides for alternative response systens within each region
of the state for famlies who present a lowrisk of child abuse or
negl ect .

Revi ses the | egal standard to renove a child fromthe hone.

Provi des that devel opnentally disabled children may receive
services through a voluntary placenent instead of the dependency
process.

Narrows the role of child protective services to investigative
functions.

Repeal s RCW 43. 06A. 040.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5710- S2
May 15, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of WAshi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 2,
3, 4, 6, 8, 14, 20, 36 through 39, 46, 58, 59, 69 and 70, Engrossed
Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 5710 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to reformof social and health services;"

This legislation addresses a nunber of issues related to
services for children and famli es. | support a nunber of the
proposed neasures included in this bill, including the further
devel opment of an alternative response systemfor famlies in which
abuse and neglect is a matter of concern, but not yet a serious
danger to the health and safety of the children.

Wthin the portions of E2SSB 5710 that | have signed, the bil
provides the authority to create the position of "Social Wrker V'
in the Division of Children and Fam |y Services ("DCFS"); further
devel ops an alternative response system of services for famlies
where there has been an indication of child abuse or neglect, but
where the risk of danger to the children is regarded as |ow
provides for a voluntary placenent agreenent, instead of a
termnation of parental rights, for famlies of developnentally
di sabled children receiving intensive support services; requires
t he Departnment of Social and Health Services ("DSHS") to segregate
sexual ly aggressive youth from other populations under the
authority of Juvenile Rehabilitation Adm nistration and DCFS; and,



extends a tax credit for the construction of facilities for youth
in crisis.

Sections 2, 3, 4, and 6

| support giving DSHS the flexibility to create a Socia
Worker V position and to undertake planning for the deploynment of
t hose workers. Sections 2, 3, 4 and 6 do not allow for the
flexibility to inplement these positions within already scarce
resour ces.

Section 8

This section, relating to the placenent of a child under the
care of DCFS, was enacted as part of ESSB 5491, which | have
al ready si gned.

Sections 14 and 20

| am vetoing sections 14 and 20 which require a transfer of
certain devel opnental | y di sabl ed children fromDCFS to the Division
of Devel opnental Disabilities ("DDD"). At the sane tinme, | am
directing DSHS to begin planning now for the transfer. DSHS w ||
prepare for this transfer to take place as soon as April 1, 1998.
When this transfer occurs, the quality of services provided to the
devel opnental |y di sabl ed youngsters through DDD and to the child
victinms of abuse and negl ect served by DCFS shoul d both i nprove.

The transfer will require the provision of sufficient funds to
permt DDD to develop the expertise to handle conplicated out-of -
home pl acenents, and the authority to transfer funds between DSHS
divisions to permt an adequate |evel of care for the children who
wll be served by DDD. | request the legislature to clearly grant
DSHS t he necessary budget transfer authority as soon as possible in
the next legislative session, so that the transfer may occur.

Sections 36 through 39

These sections attenpt to correct erroneous citations in our
statutes. However, a wong citation is stated. It is better to
| eave in place the current interpretations than to add to the
confusion. A part of the necessary corrections were nmade i n ESSB
5491.

Section 46

This section requires child protective services and child
wel fare services to be provided by different enployees. | have
vet oed section 46 because it does not allowDSHS the flexibility to
make use of a team approach to sone of their cases and woul d al so
present a problemin small, rural areas where there are a limted
nunber of staff to performthese duties.

Sections 58 and 59




These sections relate to harboring and contributing to the
del i nquency of a mnor. They reiterate the existing | aw and nmake
no neani ngful changes.

Sections 69 and 70

These sections provide effective dates of April 1, 1998 for
sections 14 through 19, and July 1, 1997 for sections 7 and 20. By
vetoi ng sections 69 and 70, and wth sections 14 and 20 vetoed,
sections 7 and 15 through 19 will beconme effective 90 days after
t he session. These sections are rendered unnecessary by the other
section vetoes.

For these reasons | have vetoed sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 14,
20, 36 through 39, 46, 58, 59, 69 and 70 of Engrossed Second
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5710.

Wth the exception of sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 14, 20, 36
through 39, 46, 58, 59, 69 and 70 Engrossed Second Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5710 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



