5696

Sponsor(s): Senators Roach, Swecker, Kline, Fairley, Schow, ke,
Ander son, Decci o, Zarel li, Mor t on, Sel | ar, McCasl i n, Hor n,
Patterson, Hal e, Johnson, Franklin, Rossi, Stevens and Hochstatter

Brief Title: Balancing the powers of the comm ssion on judicial
conduct .

SB 5696 - DI GEST
(SEE _ALSO PROPCSED 2ND SUB)

Declares it is the intent of this act to: (1) Prevent a
comm ssi on nenber who has devel oped a preconceived notion of the
facts of a particular case from involvenent in a comm ssion
determ nation on the nerits;

(2) extend the sane rights to a judge or justice as currently
granted to the conmmssion for reasonable attorney fees and
expenses;

(3) extend the sane rights to a judge or justice as currently
granted to the conm ssion for summoning w tnesses and conpelling
production and exam nati on of docunents;

(4) provide full access and di scovery of investigation-rel ated
materials to the judge or justice under investigation;

(5) require the comm ssion and its nmenbers to be responsible
for their actions;

(6) hold each conm ssion nenber to the highest standards of
t he same Code of Judicial Conduct that they purport to adm nister;
and

(7) codify the legal obligation of the conmssion to be
subject to such rules as the Suprene Court nay adopt.

Repeal s RCW 2. 64. 080.



