5555-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Comm ttee on Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Stevens, Hochstatter, Schow, Zarelli, Roach, Morton,
Benton, McCaslin and Cke)

Brief Title: Establishing parents’ rights in comon schoo
educati on.

SB 5555-S. E - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 3/17/97)

Requires that, upon request by the parent of a student, the
board of directors of a school district shall nmake avail able for
i nspection to the parent any educational or other program of the
district and all instructional or other materials related to or
used therein, including teacher manual s, textbooks, filns, tapes,
suppl enentary materials, or conputer prograns.

Requires that, before any school district nakes available to
a student a course, program or materials relating to education
regarding alcoholic stimulants or controlled substances, hunman
sexual ity education, education regarding sexually transmtted
di seases including H'V or AIDS education, suicide education, or
death education, the district shall notify the parent of the
student that all instructional materials or other materials
relating to or used therein are available for public inspection and
upon witten consent by a parent the district may make such
materi als avail able to the student.

Provides that any testing or inquiry pertaining to a student’s
attitudes, habits, or values, the student’s parent’s attitudes,
habits, or values, or other personal information pertaining to the
st udent and the student’'s famly, including personality
inventories, value appraisals, psychological inventories, or
di agnostic tests may be given only after consultation by schoo
personnel with the parent and with the parent’s witten perm ssion.

Declares that a school may not wuse guidance counseling
regarding a student’s social, enotional, nental, or personal
problenms wi thout prior consultation with a parent and obtaining
written perm ssion of the parent, except in an energency situation.

Requires that a parent shall be apprised no less than three
times during each school year, in witing, by the teacher or
principal, of a student’s progress in the basic skills.



