5527-S

Sponsor (s): Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environnent
(originally sponsored by Senators MDonald, Rasnussen, Sellar,
Fraser and Anderson)

Brief Title: Providing incentives for water-efficient irrigation
systens.

SB 5527-S.E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Fi nds that significant water savings could be realized through
the installation of nore efficient irrigation systems such as
trickle irrigation systenms where climatically and economcally
sui t abl e.

Finds that positive economc incentives, establishnment of
necessary |egal procedures, and renoval of |egal barriers are
needed to stinulate the devel opnment of workable technol ogi es and
farm ng systens that rely on | esser quantities of water.

Al l ows the saved water to be voluntarily transferred by the
wat er right hol der to other uses.

Declares an intent to establish incentives through enabling
sel f-funded, private capital or public funds to provide inproved
mar ket - based i ncentives for adopting water saving technol ogi es and
to allow the benefits of the conserved water to be fully realized.

Decl ares an intent of this act that sufficient protections be
provided to assure that existing water users are not adversely
af fected by transfers approved under this act.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5527-S
March 31, 1998
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning herewith, wthout ny approval, Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5527 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to incentives for water-efficient irrigation

systens;"

ESSB 5527 woul d all ow water right hol ders who conserve water
t hrough the use of efficient irrigation techniques to apply that
water to new parcels of land, or sell or lease it to others,
including the state.

A water right has specific paraneters limting the anmount of
water, the land on which, and purpose for which it nmay be used.
Those paraneters protect the public’'s interest by ensuring that
only the necessary amount of water is used, |eaving excess water
avai l abl e for other inportant uses, after the needs of the water
rights hol der have been net.

We do not have enough water available in Washington to neet
all of our needs. The state has a conpelling interest in assuring
that water is allocated fairly anong different uses, such as
increasing in-stream flows for fish. This is an especially



i nportant issue today when many streans are over-all ocated and have

i nadequate flows for fish that have been, or may soon be, I|isted
under the federal Endangered Species Act. |If we do not take steps
to protect fish, the federal government wll do it for us,
including federal limtations on our water use.

During the interim | wll ask the Joint Natural Resource

Cabi net to devel op a proposal for the next |egislative session that
will provide an equitable way to allocate conserved water between
off-stream and in-stream uses, and that provides incentive for
irrigators to conserve. Water allocation issues should also be
resol ved col | aboratively through watershed planning efforts.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Engrossed Substitute Senate
Bill No. 5527 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



