5445- S
Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally
sponsored by Senators Deccio, Wjahn, Wod, Fairley and W nsl ey)

Brief Title: Making technical corrections to statutes adm ni stered
by the departnent of health.

SB 5445-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Makes technical corrections to statutes adm nistered by the
departnent of health.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5445-S
May 6, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 9
and 10, Substitute Senate Bill No. 5445 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to making technical corrections to statutes

adm ni stered by the departnent of health;"

Section 9 of SSB 5445 woul d have stayed inposition of civil
fines on adult fam |y honmes for the inproper del egati on of nursing
tasks until July 1, 1999, while a study is being done. The
Department of Social and Health Services should not be prevented
frominposing fines when there have been egregi ous violations of
the law. The departnent should use its discretion in cases where
the law or the propriety of a task del egati on may be uncl ear.

Section 10 of SSB 5445 would have established a new "cl ass
five" category of boards and comm ssions, that would include only
certain health profession conm ssions. Class five conm ssions
woul d be eligible to receive conpensation up to $250 per day.

Currently, there are several |evels of boards and conm ssions
wi th the highest conpensation | evel being $100 per day. These are
groups that have duties of overriding sensitivity and i nportance to
the public wel fare and the operation of state governnent, and whose
menbers neet nore than 100 hours per year. It would be unfair and
i nappropriate to increase the conpensation for health profession
conmi ssions w thout considering adjusting the conpensation for
ot her boards and conm ssions as wel .

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 9 and 10 of
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5445.
Wth the exception of sections 9 and 10, | am approving

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5445.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



