5336-S
Sponsor(s): Senate Conmttee on Governnent Operations (originally
sponsored by Senators Horn and Haugen)

Brief Title: Carifying and harnoni zi ng provi sions affecting cities
and towns.

SB 5336-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Makes technical nodifications to provisions affecting cities
and towns.

Repeal s RCW 35. 07. 030, 35.17.160, 35.23.390, and 35.23. 400,
35.21.600, 35.21.610, and 35A.61.010.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5336-S
May 14, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 1,
5, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 24, Substitute Senate Bill No. 5336
entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to clarifying and harnonizing provisions

affecting cities and towns;"

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5336 is primarily a technical bil
relating to the internal operations of cities and towns. | t
del etes sone archaic statutes and references, aligns sone other
statutes to current practice, and nakes others nore usable.

Section 1 of this bill would provide that the reasonabl e costs
i nvol ved in the collection of debts through the use of a coll ection
agency by a governnental entity are reasonable costs that nay be
added to, and included in the debt to be paid by the debtor. |
support this concept, however, | find the |anguage in Substitute
Senate Bill 5827, dealing wth this sane subject, preferable
because it offers nore precision regardi ng what can be consi dered
reasonabl e costs.

Section 5 wuld correct a reference regarding civi

infractions for violation of concealed weapons | aws. Thi s

reference was also corrected in Senate Bill No. 5326 which | have

already signed into law, therefore this section is duplicative.
Sections 18 through 21 of this bill would allow cities, code

cities, and towns to unilaterally annex territory located in a
county, beyond the urban growh area, if the area to be annexed is
owned by the city or town and the annexation is for a nunicipa
pur pose. The authority that would be granted by these sections
goes wel | beyond the changes to annexation | aws recomended by the
Land Use Study Conm ssi on.

These sections could create a very large |oophole in our
growt h managenent | aws. "Muni ci pal purpose.” is not clearly
defined in the bill. Wthout a definition of "nunicipal purpose"”,
the annexation authority could be exercised nmuch too broadly.



Nothing in the bill requires a city to maintain a use of the
annexed property that would be appropriate outside of an urban
grow h area, after an annexation is conpleted. Al so, over-broad
annexation authority would erode the financial base of sonme of our
counti es.

Section 24 is an energency clause. Al though this bill is
inportant, it is not a matter for the i medi ate preservation of the
publ i c peace, health or safety, or support of the state governnent
and its existing public institutions.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 1, 5, 18, 19, 20, 21
and 24 of Substitute Senate Bill No. 5336.

Wth the exception of sections 1, 5, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 24,
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5336 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



