5327-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Natural Resources & Parks
(originally sponsored by Senators Hargrove, Mrton, Lovel and,
Rossi, Stevens, Snyder and Cke)

Brief Title: Creating a habitat incentive program through the
departnent of fish and wildlife.

SB 5327-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Directs the departnent of fish and wildlife and the depart nent
of natural resources to jointly initiate a habitat incentives

programin two phases. 1In creating this program the departnents
shall make use of and conplenent other study efforts underway
relating to habitat protection and enhancenent, including the

departnent of fish and wildlife's review of the hydraulic project
approval process and the forestry nodul e under devel opnent for the
forest practices board dealing with practices within riparian
ar eas.

Directs the departnments to work with affected federally
recogni zed Indian tribes, |andowers, the regional fisheries
enhancenment groups, the tinber, fish, and wldlife cooperators, and
other interested parties to identify appropriate criteria and ot her
factors necessary for inplenentation of the habitat incentives
program

Provi des that the departnents and the interested parties nmay
identify and propose solutions to other issues necessary in order
to inplenent the habitat incentives program The departnments and
the interested parties shall report to the legislature on their
findings as well as on any ot her recomendati ons for inplenmentation
and funding for the habitat incentives programby Decenber 1, 1997.

Provides that, beginning in January 1998, the departnent of
fish and wildlife and the departnment of natural resources shal
i npl emrent a habi tat i ncentives programbased on t he recommendati ons
of the parties.

Decl ares that the programshall allow a private | andowner to
enter into an agreenent with the departnents to enhance habitat on
the |andowner’s property for food fish, ganme fish, or other
wildlife species. 1In exchange, the | andowner shall receive state
regul atory certainty with regard to future applications for
hydraulic project approval or a forest practices permt on the
property covered by the agreenent.

Makes appropriations to carry out the purposes of the act.



