5191-S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored
by Senators Goings, Roach, Haugen, Schow, e, Wnsley and
Rasnussen)

Brief Title: Increasing penalties for nethanphetam ne crines.

SB 5191-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, of the twenty-five thousand dollar fine for a
met hanphet am ne crinme, three thousand dollars of the fine may not
be suspended.

Requires up to three thousand dollars of the fine to be
deposited with the | aw enf orcenent agency having responsibility for
cleanup of |aboratories, sites, or substances wused in the
manuf act ure of the nethanphet am ne.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5191-S
April 19, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 1,
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5191 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to crines involving nethanphetam ne;"

This legislation increases the penalties for delivering,
manuf act uri ng, and possession wth intent to deliver or manufacture
met hanphet am ne, and t he possessi on of ephedrine or pseudoephedri ne
with the intent to manufacture nethanphetam ne

| whol eheartedly agree with sections 2 and 3 of this
| egislation which require that the first $3,000 of fine nobney
collected be given to the | aw enforcenent agency responsible for
cl eani ng up net hanphet am ne manufacturing |aboratories or sites.
Because the manufacture of nethanphetam ne involves toxic and
explosive chemcals, the cleanup costs for these sites are
substanti al . The affected |aw enforcenment agencies should be
rei mbursed through fines collected fromthe responsi bl e of fenders,
as SSB 5191 provi des.

Section 1 of SSB 5191 would extend the "Three Strikes" |aw -
whi ch mandates |life inprisonnment on the third offense - to sinple
addi cts as wel | as net hanphet am ne manufacturers and di stri butors.
| do not believe that the "Three Strikes" law is likely to deter
sinple drug addicts. Rather, we need to address the probl ens that
| ead our youth into drugs in the first place.

| share the Legislature’s concern with the very serious
probl em of increased nethanphetam ne abuse in Washi ngton. Thi s
| egislation brings to our attention the dangers of the grow ng use
of net hanphetam ne. W nust take i mediate steps to address the
problem in an effective manner, especially to prevent our youth
frombecom ng addicted to this and other drugs. The probl em nust
be attacked from every direction, all at once. This will take



political will, strong | aw enforcenent and an educated public.
However, this |legislation would represent a fundanental shift

inour crimnal jurisprudence. It would have, for the first tine,
extended the "Three Strikes" lawto non-violent offenders. That is
a step that cannot be taken lightly. | f one category of non-

violent drug offenses is added, what would be next? How would we
draw the |ine between non-violent crinmes that should or should not
be "strike" crimes?

Many sinple drug addicts sell small amounts of drugs to feed
their habit. Sending nmethanphetam ne addicts to prison for life on
the third "strike" - consisting of the crinme of possession with the
intent to sell even small anmounts of net hanphetam ne - woul d di vert
nore and nore of the state’'s scarce resources from prevention
efforts that provide a nore i medi ate and effective response to the
probl em

For these reasons | have vetoed section 1 of Substitute Senate
Bill No. 5191. Wth the exception of section 1, Substitute Senate
Bill No. 5191 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



