5093
Sponsor (s): Senator Roach

Brief Title: Prescribing procedures for <capital punishnent
sent enci ng.

SB 5093 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEG SLATURE)

Revi ses RCW 10.95.130 to delete the authorization for the
suprene court to review whether a sentence of death is excessive or
di sproportionate to the penalty inposed in simlar cases,
considering both the crinme and the defendant.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5093
April 24, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, wthout ny approval, Senate Bill No.
5093 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to capital punishnent sentencing;"”

This | egislation woul d have repeal ed the requirenent that the
state suprene court, in its mandatory sentence review in capita
puni shment cases, conduct a "proportionality review'. The
proportionality review is a determ nati on whether the sentence of
death is excessive or disproportionate to the penalty inposed in
simlar cases, considering both the crine and the defendant.

The purpose of the proportionality review is to ensure that
deat h sentences are i nposed evenhandedly across the state, and not

"arbitrarily or freakishly", or based on race. | am a strong
supporter of the death penalty. However, | am also a strong
supporter of fairness. The proportionality review has not yet

resulted in the reversal of any death sentences. Nonethel ess,
believe that it is an inportant safeguard.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Senate Bill No. 5093 in its
entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



