5079-S
Sponsor (s): Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environnent
(originally sponsored by Senator Swecker)

Brief Title: Providing an alternative nmeans to conply wth
wast ewat er di scharge permt requirenents.

SB 5079-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEG SLATURE)

Declares that the purpose of this act is to encourage
environnmental permt program efficiency and pollution prevention
t hrough increased private sector participation in the preparation
of air and wastewater discharge permts currently adm nistered by
t he departnent of ecol ogy.

Decl ares that, by using expertise available in the private
sector, the permt preparation option provided in this act is
intended to reduce the tine required to i ssue wast ewat er di scharge
permts and better protect the water quality of the state.

Requires that the departnent shall approve or deny the permt
proposal within forty-five days of subm ssion if no public hearing
is required, or within ninety days of submssion if a public
hearing i s required.

Provi des that the departnent shall nake avail abl e gui del i nes
specifying the elenents of a conplete draft permt and fact sheet.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5079-S
May 20, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of WAshi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval Substitute Senate
Bill No. 5079, entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to permt processing;"

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5079 deals with the private
preparation of draft wastewater discharge permts. | comrend the
intent of this bill to find ways to increase private sector
participation in order to nmake the permt process nore tinely.
However, while the Departnent of Ecology would still review and

approve or deny permts, the tinme allowed for this review is not
sufficient to ensure the thorough review necessary to protect the
environment or to allow adequate tinme for input fromthe public.

For these reasons | have vetoed Substitute Senate Bill No.
5079 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



