5044- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored
by Senators Benton and Cke)

Brief Title: Revising AIDS-rel ated cri nes.

SB 5044-S. E - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Revi ses provisions pertaining to AIDS-rel ated cri nes.

I ncreases the penalty for intentional exposure or transm ssion
of HHV to another person to first degree assault.

Declares that homcide is the killing of a human with death
occurring at any tine after the act.

Al ows the release of information of H'Vinformation to | ocal
| aw enf orcenent agencies to the extent provided in RCW70.24.034.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5044-S
April 24, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval as to sections 4
and 5, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5044 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to crines;"

This legislation relates to the crimnal prosecution of
persons who are infected with the human i mmunodeficiency virus
(H'V) and other sexually transmtted di seases (STD s). ESSB 5044
raises the penalties for the crine of intentional exposure or
transm ssion of H'V to another person by reclassifying it from
second degree to first degree assault. | agree that this is an
appropriate penalty when considering that the transm ssion of the
H 'V could lead to AIDS and eventual death

Section 3 of the bill renoves the "three years and a day" rul e
that currently prevents a hom cide prosecution if death does not
occur within that period of tine following the crimnal act. Under
section 3, prosecutors are able to file hom cide charges any tine
after the victimdies. An act which results in a hom cide should
not escape punishnment and | agree with the purpose of section 3.

Section 4 of the bill does not add neaningfully to what
prosecutors can acconplish under section 3 and therefore | have
vetoed it.

Section 5 of the bill requires that public health officers
inform | aw enforcenent of any person with an STD whose behavi or
presents an inmnent danger. As section 5 is witten, it my
adversely affect H V/ AIDS prevention efforts and could reverse the
gai ns that have been nade in slow ng the spread of this di sease and
ot her STD s.

Current law allows public health officers to give the
prosecut or the nanes of individuals who are intentionally spreadi ng
STD's. Section 5 of the bill does not add constructively to what
| ocal health officers are already enpowered to do.



For these reasons | have vetoed sections 4 and 5 of Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5044.

Wth the exception of sections 4 and 5, Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5044 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



