5005- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Comm ttee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored
by Senators Long, Hargrove, MCaslin, Haugen, Zarelli, Johnson
W nsl ey, Goings, Rasnmussen, Cke and Roach)

Brief Title: Concerning concurrent and consecutive sentencing for
vi ol ent of f enses.

SB 5005-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEG SLATURE)

Revi ses RCW 9.94A 400 relating to sentencing for multiple
vi ol ent crines.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5005-S
April 24, 1997
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning herewith, wthout ny approval, Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5005 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to sentencing for nultiple violent crines;"

Under the Washington state sentencing guidelines, certain
crimes are defined as "serious violent offenses" and others are
defined as "violent offenses". This |egislationwoulddramatically
increase the jail tinme for adult fel ons who are convicted of two or
nore "violent offenses" at the sane proceedi ng by mandating that
t he sentences run consecutively, rather than concurrently.

Wile | strongly agree that crimnals who commt several
violent crines at the sanme tinme should be punished nore severely
t han t hose who do not, | amconcerned that the | anguage i n SSB 5005

IS over broad.

Under this | egislation, a person convicted of three counts of
vehi cul ar assault for injuring three people in the sanme car crash
woul d automatically be sentenced to three consecutive sentences.
I n sone cases that result nmay be very appropriate, however in many
cases it may not. Qur sentencing guidelines already inpose
enhanced sentences based on multiple victins and ot her aggravati ng
factors. Judges al so nust order consecutive sentences for "serious
violent offenses: and have the discretion to order consecutive
sentences when warranted for "violent offenses".

| support very stiff sentences for violent offenders, however
| cannot agree with over broad legislation that could result in
I nappropriate or unfair sentences.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Substitute Senate Bill No.
5005 inits entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



