3003
Sponsor(s): Representatives Honeyford, Crouse, M elke, Wnsnan,
Benson, C enents, Schoesler and Bush

Brief Title: Exenpting conputer wires and fiber optic cables from
el ectrical wring requirenents.

HB 3003. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Exenpts structured conmunication cabling and nonconposite
fiber optic cables fromelectrical wiring requirenents.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 3003
April 2, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, wthout ny approval, Engrossed House
Bill No. 3003 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to exenpting conputer wires and fiber optic

cables fromelectrical wiring requirenents;"”

This bill woul d exenpt the installation of non-conposite fiber
optic cables frominspection, contractor |licensing, and el ectrici an
certification, and would exenpt the installation of structured
commruni cati ons cabl i ng from contractor and el ectrician
certification.

| believe that we shoul d do everything we can to cl ear the way
for the information highway. However, this bill my create safety
probl ens. Fi ber optic cable and structured communication cable
control things such as nedical diagnostic equipnent, high voltage
power distribution nonitoring and control, banking access systens,
environnental controls, traffic signal systens, express | ane gates,
surveill ance equi pnent, ventilation systens, and other critica
safety systenms. Under this bill, installation of cables for these
systens woul d be exenpt fromany licensing or certification skills
requi renents. Furthernore, as new technol ogy spreads, we have no

idea how electrical systenms will interact with new fiber optic
control systenms. Also, this bill would all ow non-conductive fi ber
cables to be installed in raceways that contain high voltage
electrical wring by people wthout a license or trainee
certificate.

This bill is an ad hoc approach to the increasingly conplex
new world of wiring. | amdirecting the Departnent of Labor and
I ndustries to convene an advisory commttee that includes

representatives of affected groups. That commttee wll study the
i nclusion of telecomunications infrastructure in Chapter 19.28

RCW i ncl udi ng i censing and certification, and make
recommendations to ny office next fall.
For these reasons, | have vetoed Engrossed House Bill No. 3003

inits entirety.



Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



