2871-S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Finance (originally sponsored by
Representatives Parlette, Chandler, Wwnsman, Anderson, Reans,
Cl enents, Ronero, Linville, Gardner and Thonpson)

Brief Title: Creating a systemof classifying | and as agricul tural
land with long-term commercial significance for tax purposes.

HB 2871-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Revi ses RCW 84.34.020 to delete fromthe definition of farm
and agricultural | and any parcel of |and designated as agricul tural
| and under RCW36. 70A. 170 or any parcel of |and not within an urban
growt h area zoned as agricultural |and under a conprehensive plan
adopt ed under chapter 36. 70A RCW

Revi ses RCW84.34.065 to del ete the provision that, in val uing
any tract or parcel of real property designated and zoned under a
conprehensive plan adopted under chapt er 36. 70A RCW as
agricultural, forest, or open space |and, the appraisal shall not
be based on simlar sales of parcels that have been converted to
nonagri cul tural, nonforest, or nonopen space uses within five years
after the sale.

Revi ses RCW84. 40. 030 to del ete the provision that, in val uing
any tract or parcel of real property designated and zoned under a
conprehensive plan adopted under chapt er 36. 70A RCW as
agricultural, forest, or open space |and, the appraisal shall not
be based on simlar sales of parcels that have been converted to
nonagri cul tural, nonforest, or nonopen space uses within five years
after the sale.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2871-S
April 3, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval as to sections 1
through 6 and 10 through 13, Engrossed Substitute House Bill No.
2871 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to current use valuation;"

Sections 1 through 6 and 10 t hrough 13 of Engrossed Substitute
House Bill No. 2871 would create a new current use property tax
val uation programfor "agricultural |ands of |ong-term comrercial
significance.” County assessors would automatically classify or
reclassify land neeting the requirenments of the bill. Renovi ng
land from this classification would trigger a penalty equal to
seven years of back-taxes, reduced by one year for every year the
land remains in the classification.

| believe that the program would set a bad precedent by
allow ng certain property owners to avoid payi ng several years of
taxes, and pay no back-taxes if the land is |later devel oped for
non-agricul tural purposes. The vetoed sections of this bill could



also make planning wunder the Gowh Mnagenent Act nore
cont enti ous.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 1 through 6 and 10
t hrough 13 of Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2871

Wth the exception of sections 1 through 6 and 10 t hrough 13,
Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2871 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



