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Sponsor (s): Represent ati ves Schoesl er, Doum t , Sheahan,
Bal | asiotes, Radcliff, Sunp, Sullivan, M elke, Buck, Al exander,
Bol dt, Sterk, Crouse, Smth, Van Luven, Hickel, Koster, Milliken,
Johnson, Wensman, D. Sonmers, Backl und and DeBol t

Brief Title: Fighting nethanphetam ne.
HB 2791. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that funds may also be appropriated to |ocal
departnents of health for a program to assist in the cleanup of
sites of met hanphetam ne production. Funds fromthis programshal
not be used for the initial containment of such a site, consistent
with the responsibilities and intent of RCW 69.50.511

Provides that, if this act mandates an increased |evel of
service by |local governnents, the |ocal governnment may, under RCW
43. 135. 060 and chapter 4.92 RCW submt clains for rei nbursenent by
the legislature. The clainms shall be subject to verification by
the office of financial managenent.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2791. E
March 20, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 1,
Engrossed House Bill No. 2791 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to nmet hanphet am ne;"

Section 1 of EHB 2791 defines as a "strike," wunder the
Persistent O fender Accountability Act, the manufacture or
possession of ephedrine or pseudoephedrine wth intent to
manuf act ure net hanphet am ne, when that crinme occurs in or near a
resi dence where a mnor or pregnant woman resides. As | noted in
vetoing a simlar provision |last year, we should not stray fromthe
original intent of the three strikes law, the "strike" category
shoul d be reserved for the nost serious violent and sex offenses,
not for drug offenses. As dangerous as "neth |abs" are, making
possession of constituent chemcals a "strike" does little to
protect public safety and opens the door to future inappropriate
expansion of the "strike" list to other nonviolent conduct.

In addition, section 1 of EHB 2791 would not nmake it a
"strike" to operate a "nmeth lab,"” only to possess the precursor
chem cals from which nethanphetamne is nmade with intent to use
them for that purpose. Sonmeone who is starting up a "neth |ab"
woul d be commtting a "strike," while sonmeone closing it down after
produci ng the drug would not be. Moreover, it would be very
difficult years fromnow, when offenders m ght be subject to life
sentences on the third "strike," to identify the past cases in
which a child or pregnant woman may have been present.

Representatives of |aw enforcenent organi zations have urged



caution against the tendency to overreact wwth bills about crine.
They believe it is nore effective, and does nore for public safety,
to increase sentences for specific crimes in a neasured,
proportional way. That is what | proposed to the Legislature and
signed into | aw today: House Bill No. 2628, doubling the standard
sentence range for manufacturing methanphet am ne.

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 1 of Engrossed House
Bill No. 2791. Wth the exception of section 1, | am approving
Engrossed House Bill No. 2791.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



