2615-S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Transportation Policy & Budget
(originally sponsored by Representatives K. Schmdt, Fisher,
Robertson, Mtchell, Wnsman, O Brien, Wod, Oden, Gardner,
Thonmpson and Conway; by request of Governor Locke)

Brief Title: Creating partnerships for strategic freight
i nvest nments.

HB 2615-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares that it is the policy of the state of Washi ngton t hat
l[imted public transportation funding and conpetition between
freight and general nobility i nprovenents for the same fund sources
require strategic, prioritized freight investnents that reduce
barriers to frei ght novenent, maxi m ze cost-effectiveness, yield a
return on the state’s i nvestnent, require conpl enentary i nvestnents
by public and private interests, and solve regional freight
mobility problens. State financial assistance for freight nobility
projects nust | everage other funds fromall potential partners and
sources, including federal, county, city, port district, and
private capital

Creates the freight nobility strategic investnent board.

Requires the state-interest conponent of the state-w de
mul ti nodal transportation plan to include a freight nobility plan
whi ch shall assess the transportation needs to ensure the safe,
reliable, and efficient novenment of goods within and through the
state and to ensure the state’'s economc vitality.

Requires port districts in the state to submt their
devel opnment plans to the rel evant regional transportation planning
or gani zati on or netropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on, the departnment,
and affected cities and counties to better coordinate the
devel opment and funding of freight nobility projects.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2615-S
March 27, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout my approval as to sections
11, 13 and 14, Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2615 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to creating partnerships for strategic

freight investnments;"

ESHB 2615 creates a Freight Mbility Strategic |nvestnent
Board to adm ni ster grants, targeted at i nproving freight nobility.
This bill is an inportant step toward solving our state's
transportation bottl enecks; however, sone sections of the bill are
probl emati c.

Section 11 of ESHB 2615 would require the Departnent of
Transportation (DOT) to nake incentive grants to netropolitan
pl anni ng and regional transportation planning organizations that



border Canada, to encourage joint transportation planning
activities. VWiile | appreciate the strategic inportance of
international freight corridors, this section would give superior
status to border crossing projects. Section 3 of the bill
establishes a level playing field which will allow all freight
projects, including those al ong the Canadi an border, to conpete for
funding on equal terns. Granting priority status for border
crossing projects in this instance i s not warranted.

Section 13 of ESHB 2615 would require the Governor to
personally ensure that this act is "inplenmented" on its effective
date and that the Freight Mbility Strategic Investnent Board

convenes by July 1, 1998. Section 4 of the bill already requires
t hat the Board convene by that date. Also, | understand that it is
unlikely that the Board will be able to adopt all of its rules
within 90 days of the Legislature’ s adjournnent. VWile | am
certainly conmtted to the rapid, yet thoughtful inplenmentation of
this act, the neaning of "inplenented" as it appears in this
section is very anbiguous and <could have unanticipated
conseqguences.

Section 14 of ESHB 2615 woul d provide that a $25 million | oan
fromthe state general fund to the notor vehicle fund, as provided
in ESHB 2894, be used to facilitate freight nmobility, but in a very
limted way. It would Iimt the loan’s use to only highway
construction projects in DOI's highway inprovenent program As
di stingui shed fromDOTI" s current highway i nprovenent program ESHB
2615 is focused legislation intended to create a targeted freight
mobility program with the aim of reducing barriers to freight
nmovenment with only incidental benefits to general nobility.
Linking this noney to the highway inprovenent program is
inconsistent wwth the primary intent of this bill.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 11, 13 and 14 of
Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2615.

Wth the exceptions of sections 11, 13 and 14, Engrossed
Substitute House Bill No. 2615 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



