2514-S

Sponsor (s): House Comm ttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored
by Representatives Chandler, Linville, Mstin, Parlette, Koster
Ander son, Regal a and Cooper)

Brief Title: Providing for integrated watershed nmanagenent.

HB 2514-S. E - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Creates a process to provide for integrated watershed
managenent .

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2514-S
April 1, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, wthout my approval as to sections 10
t hrough 14, Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2514 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to watershed managenent ;"

ESHB 2514 establishes a watershed managenent process to
develop in-streamflow | evels, water quality and habitat plans. A
primary purpose of the watershed managenent planning under this
bill is to address |Iisted and soon-to-be |isted sal non stocks under
t he federal Endangered Species Act, as well as finding ways to neet
t he needs of those who rely upon out-of-stream uses of water.

This bill has the potential to resolve the |ong-standing
stal emate over setting in-streamflow levels in Washington and to
resol ve other inportant issues dealing with water quality and fish
habi t at . | comrend the Legislature for its leadership in this
regard.

ESHB 2514 nmakes a strong choice to rely on watershed pl anni ng
processes to resolve these issues. Primary responsibility lies
with the planning units authorized by this bill to neet the
requirenents of state and federal law. G ven the status of our
wat er and fisheries resources, we cannot afford to approach these
probl enms wi t hout a sense of urgency and determ nation. |f progress
is not being made in this area, | amprepared to utilize existing
authority to protect our water and fish habitat, and wll be
prepared to propose further |egislative changes next year.

ESHB 2514 has one problem in that tribal governnents are
relegated to a secondary role throughout the planning process,
despite treaty rights and fishery co-managenent responsibilities.
To address that problem | amdirecting the Departnent of Ecol ogy
to consult with affected tribes, including those with usual and
accustonmed territory or ceded | ands, before commtting to obligate
the state on any particular in-streamflow | evels or other issues
t hat af f ect tri bal treaty rights and co- managenent



responsibilities.

Section 10 of this bill would prohibit the Departnment from
establishing a noratoriumon water right processing while planning
is underway. In sone select instances, the Departnent of Ecol ogy

may need to i npose a noratoriumon water right processing in order
to preserve options for future water allocations by the watershed
pl anni ng unit.

Sections 11 through 14 would require that plans devel oped
under this bill preenpt water-related planning processes
establ i shed under other statutes. This |anguage woul d renove any
flexibility of the state to use other authorities to correct any
deficiencies that energe from plans adopted under the process
provided in this bill. [If such plans turn out to be i nadequate due
to newinformation and situations, the state woul d be prohibited by
t hese sections fromcorrecting the probl ens.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 10 through 14 of
Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2514.

Wth the exception of sections 10 through 14, Engrossed
Substitute House Bill No. 2514 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



