2330-S

Sponsor(s): House Conmttee on Education (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Hi ckel, Johnson, Backlund and D. Somrers)

Brief Title: Authorizing church schools.

HB 2330-S. E - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Recogni zes the right of parents to place their children in
religiously affiliated exenpt schools that nore closely neet the
needs and educational desires of the parents and students and that
many parents select religiously affiliated exenpt schools to neet
t hose needs.

Declares that "religiously affiliated exenpt school" neans
those schools that offer instruction in grades K-12, or any
conbi nation thereof including the kindergarten, elenentary, or
secondary level, or single grade schools, and are operated as a
mnistry of a local church, group of churches, denom nation, or
associ ation of churches on a nonprofit basis, that do not receive
any state or federal funding.

Exenpts religiously affiliated exenpt schools from all the
requi renents that private schools nmust neet except havi ng adequate
facilities.

Exenpts religiously affiliated exenpt schools fromreporting
attendance and enrol | nent.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2330-S
March 12, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning herewith, wthout ny approval, Engrossed
Substitute House Bill No. 2330 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to church school s;"

This |l egislation creates and defi nes a new category of private
schools, "religiously affiliated exenpt schools," and woul d exenpt
these schools from all current requirenents except that their
physical facilities would have to neet health and fire safety
st andar ds.

The paramount duty of the state of Washington is to provide
for the education of all children in our state. Current |aw sets
forth the very mninmum state controls necessary to ensure the
heal th and safety of students, and requires that a sufficient basic
education is delivered by private school s.

| am synpathetic to the issues raised by proponents of ESHB
2330 regarding certification requirenments for private school
teachers, and | am wlling to support exenpting teachers at
religiously affiliated schools fromthose requirenents. M/ staff
will be available to work with those groups during the interimto
devel op legislation that both adequately addresses that issue and
satisfies ny concerns.



| f ESHB 2330 were to becone |law, the state could not neet its
m ni numobligation to ensure that all children receive a sufficient
basi ¢ educati on.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Engrossed Substitute House
Bill No. 2330 inits entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



