2279-S

Sponsor (s): House Comm ttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored
by Representatives Huff and Backl und)

Brief Title: Revising the basic health plan.

HB 2279-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Makes revisions to the basic health plan.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2279-S
May 13, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to sections 3
and 4, Substitute House Bill No. 2279 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to the basic health plan;"

| have vetoed sections 3 and 4 of SHB 2279 because they anend
sections of ESHB 2018 that | have already vetoed. Section 3 nmakes
reference to Section 203 of ESHB 2018 whi ch woul d have imted the
open enrol | ment period for health i nsurance to two nont hs per year.
This section represents a significant change to current policy and
could require individuals to wait as |long as 13 nonths for regul ar
heal t h i nsurance cover age.

Section 4 of SHB 2279 nmekes reference to section 204 of ESHB
2108 which would have allowed health carriers the option to
di scontinue or nodify a particular plan wth ninety days’ notice to
enroll ees, wth no requirenment that conparable benefits be offered
in another plan. Again, this a significant change to current |aw
whi ch requires that carriers may not discontinue a plan unless the
carrier offers a conparable product as an alternative.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 3 and 4 of
Substitute House Bill No. 2279.
Wth the exception of sections 3 and 4, | am approving

Substitute House Bill No. 2279.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



