2236
Sponsor(s): Representatives K Schmdt, Mtchell, Fisher, Radcliff,
Buck, O Brien, Chandler, Blalock and Kei ser

Brief Title: Optim zing environnental mitigation by the departnent
of transportation.

HB 2236 - DI GEST

Supports efforts to inprove the environnmental permtting
process by integrating watershed planning with the environnmental
i npact eval uation, mtigation, and docunent review for projects in
t he wat ershed. A result of this inproved integration would be
reduced duplication of effort anong separate environnmental permt
and process activities within a single watershed, as well as
i ncreased coordination and information sharing anong project
proponents w thin watersheds.

Aut horizes the department to work with the departnents of
ecology, fish and wldlife, comunity, trade, and economc
devel opnent, and other appropriate agencies, to integrate the
wet | ands strategic planinto effective environnental mtigati on and
wat er shed managenent strategies.

Directs the departnment to establish a technical commttee that
includes cities, counties, environnental groups, business groups,
tribes, the Puget Sound action team and the state departnents of
ecology, fish and wildlife, and community, trade, and economc
devel opnent, and appropriate federal agencies.

Directs the departnent to prepare an annual report to the
| egislative transportation commttee and the |egislative natural
resources commttees on the status of program el enents and steps
taken to neet the recommendations of the departnent’s wetlands
strategic plan.



