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Sponsor (s): Representatives Gonbosky, Dunshee, Wod, Bl al ock, Cody,
Qgden, Kei ser, Dickerson, Butler, Sullivan, Scott, Regala, Costa,
Murray and Wl fe

Brief Title: Increasing the state m ni mum wage and establishing a
m ni rum wage for enployers who provide health benefits.

HB 2200 - DI GEST

Decl ares that beginning January 1, 1998, the applicable
m ni mum wage rate shall be five dollars and fifty cents per hour.

Begi nning January 1, 1999, the applicable m ni num wage rate
shal |l be six dollars per hour.

Begi nning January 1, 2000, the applicable m ninum wage rate
shall be six dollars and fifty cents per hour.

Provi des that, on Septenber 30, 2000, and on each Septenber
30th thereafter, the departnent of |abor and industries shall
calculate an adjusted mninmum wage rate to maintain enployees’
purchasi ng power by increasing the mninum wage to respond to
inflation.

Provides that, beginning January 1, 2000, the applicable
m ni mum wage rate for an enployer that nmaintains qualified health
benefits is fifty cents |l ess than the applicable m ni numwage rate
established under this act. The enployer nust provide proof of
mai ntai ning qualified health benefits to the adm nistrator of the
Washi ngton state health care authority.



