2089- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally
sponsored by Representatives Chandl er and Honeyf ord)

Brief Title: Identifying |ivestock.

HB 2089-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Revi ses provisions relating to identification of |ivestock.
Maintains fees charged by the Ilivestock identification
advi sory board at their current level until July 1, 1998.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2089-S
May 14, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 1,
Substitute House Bill No. 2089 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to identification of |ivestock;"

Substitute House Bill No. 2089 evol ved froman ongoing effort
anong the Washington State Departnent of Agriculture ("WSDA") and
various sectors of the |ivestock industry to agree on a conbi nation
of fees and responsibilities for operating the Livestock
| dentification Program

SHB 2089 mintains fees charged by the Livestock
| dentification Advisory Board at their current |level until July 1
1998. This wll allow the parties to continue efforts to resolve
their differences and bring a constructive proposal to the 1998
Legi sl ature.

Section 1 of this bill would anend the responsibilities of the
Advi sory Board. Wiile | agree with nost of the proposed changes,
one change i s not appropriate. That change is the requirenent that
the WSDA director consult the Advisory Board before hiring or
di sm ssing supervisory personnel. Personnel actions are the
purvi ew of agency nmanagers who are legally responsible for the
deci sions they nmake, and who nust defend any chall enges to those
decisions. It is an unwarranted and inappropriate intrusion into
agency operations for a citizen advisory board to have a statutory
role in such deci sions.

For this reason, | have vetoed section 1 of Substitute House
Bill 2089.
Wth the exception of section 1, | am approving Substitute
House Bill No. 2089.
Respectful ly subm tted,
Gary Locke

Gover nor



