2050- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally
sponsored by Representatives Mstin, Chandler, dCenents and
Honeyf or d)

Brief Title: Identifying when a new water right would interfere
with an existing water right.

HB 2050-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Provides that any right represented by an application for a
water right for which a permt for water use has not been i ssued by
the tinme a transfer or change i s approved under RCW90. 03. 380 shal |
not be construed as being injured or detrinmentally affected by the
transfer or change.

Provides that any right represented by an application for a
water right for which a permt for water use has not been issued by
the time an anendnent is approved under RCW90. 44. 100 shall not be
construed as being inpaired by the anendnent.

Declares that rights acquired by appropriation of surface
waters are affected or inpaired by a ground water w thdrawal from
a confined aquifer only if:

(1) Wthdrawal of ground water causes a neasurable head
reduction within fifty feet of the surface water body in question
in the shall owest unconfined water table aquifer that underlies
that surface water body; or

(2) Wthdrawal of ground water wll cause a neasurable
reduction in the flow or |evel of the surface water body.

Provides that, in addition to RCW 90.44.030(1), rights
acquired by appropriation of surface waters are affected or
inpaired by a ground water withdrawal from an unconfined aquifer
only if after no nore than six nonths punping, the surface water
will lie within the cone of depression of a well tapping an
unconfi ned aquifer.

Decl ares that the departnent may grant a ground water permt

for a wwthdrawal that wll inpair a surface water right if the
applicant has proposed a satisfactory plan for mtigating the
I npai rnment .

Provides that any person whose application to appropriate
public ground wat er was deni ed by t he departnent of ecol ogy bet ween
Novenber 1, 1995, and the effective date of this section, when one
of the grounds for denial was that the proposed ground water
wi t hdrawal would inpair, or conflict with, surface water closures
or surface water rights including mninmmflows, my have his or
her application reconsidered in accordance with this section.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2050-S
May 20, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:



| am returning herewith, wthout ny approval, Engrossed
Substitute House Bill No. 2050 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to determ ning the i npairnment of water rights

and uses;"

Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2050 woul d set standards
and criteria for determ ning i npai rnment due to hydraulic continuity
bet ween ground and surface water. Hydrogeol ogi sts di sagree about
the bill’s proposed nethods and express concerns that if
i npl emrented, existing water uses could be negatively inpacted
Utimately, we do need a better definition of inpairnment, but this
bill doesn’t provide the answers we need.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Engrossed Substitute House
Bill 2050 inits entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



