2044- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Energy & Uilities (originally
sponsored by Representatives Crouse, Pennington, Mastin, McMrris,
DeBolt, D. Sonmmers, Kessler and Del vin)

Brief Title: Revising the definition of personal wreless service
facilities and mcrocells.

HB 2044-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares that a mnor facility means a wi rel ess comruni cati on
facility consisting of up to three antennas, each of which is
either: (1) Four feet in height and with an area of not nore than
five hundred ei ghty square inches; or

(2) if a tubular antenna, no nore than four inches in dianeter
and no nore than six feet in length; and the associ ated equi pnent
cabinet that is six feet or less in height and no nore than forty-
ei ght square feet in floor area.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2044-S
April 25, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 1,
3, and 4, Substitute House Bill No. 2044 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to revising definitions for personal wreless

service facilities;"

SHB 2044 concerns the siting of personal wreless service
facilities. Under current law, the siting of certain persona
w rel ess service facilities is exenpt fromthe Environnmental | npact
Statenent (EIS) process under the State Environnmental Protection
Act ( SEPA). Sections 1, 3, and 4 of this bill change the
definition of "personal wireless service facility" in a way that
arguabl y, though unintentionally, expands the definition to include
radi o transm ssion towers, the siting of which would then al so be
exenpt, under certain conditions, fromSEPA-EISreview. This is an
uni nt ended consequence that shoul d not be risked. The current | aw,
with its current definition, is preferable to the uncertainty
created by the new definition in this bill.

| amapproving the remai nder of the bill, section 2, which was
the primary focus of the participants in the |egislative process
this session. It encourages |ocal governnments to permt single

applications and single adm nistrative proceedings for the SEPA
review of mcrocells with two or three antennas.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 1, 3, and 4 of
Substitute House Bill No. 2044.

Wth the exception of sections 1, 3, and 4, Substitute House
Bill No. 2044 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,



Gary Locke
Gover nor



