1953
Sponsor(s): Representatives Regala, Anderson, Butler, Ronero,
Bl al ock and Sullivan

Brief Title: Protecting water quality.
HB 1953 - DI GEST

Finds that: (1) Streanside buffers are essential for the
protection and restoration of salnon and shellfish habitat, other
fisheries resources, and water quality;

(2) in their natural state, streanside buffers provide many
val uabl e social and ecological services, including controlling
erosion, flooding, and storm water runoff, protecting water
resources by filtering pollutants, providing for ground water
recharge, and providing a habitat for many species of fish,
shellfish, and wldlife;

(3) streanside protection is currently provided on forestry
and urban | ands through the forest practices and grow h managenent
acts, whereas past and current farm and agricultural |and use
practices continue to destroy or severely inpact natural streanside
buffers, salnon habitat, water quality, and fisheries resources;
and

(4) buffers adjacent to waters of the state are essential to
protect and restore the productive capacity of sal non and shell fish
habitat and for the survival of fisheries resources.



