1935-S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Governnent Reform & Land Use
(originally sponsored by Representative Reans)

Brief Title: Permtting devel opnent of inherited property.

HB 1935-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Decl ares that notw t hstandi ng any zoni ng provi si on pertaining
to mninmum |lot sizes, inherited property that is exenpt from
subdi vi sion and platting requirenments pursuant to RCW58. 17. 040( 3)
may be devel oped, so long as: (1) The property is devel oped for a
use that is authorized for that property under current zoning | aws;

(2) each lot that is created contains sufficient area for a
single-famly residence and an on-site sewage di sposal systemusing
any net hod of on-site sewage di sposal appropriate for the | ot under
standards that exist when the lots are created, as determ ned by
the | ocal health departnent;

(3) the people inheriting the property are imediate famly
menbers of the deceased; and

(4) the nunber of parcels into which the property is divided
equal s the nunber of immediate fam |y nenbers who inherit property
under this section, not to exceed ten parcels.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1935-S
May 19, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval, Substitute House
Bill No. 1935 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to the devel opnment of inherited property;"”

Substitute House Bill No. 1935 would have all owed i medi ate
famly nmenbers who inherited | and to subdivide the property into a
nunber of parcels no greater than the nunber of descendants who
qualify, but in no instance nore than ten. Thi s subdi vi si on of
property would be permtted regardl ess of m nimuml ot sizes or any
other zoning restrictions applying to that type of property.

Al though | recognize and synpathize with the difficulty
sonetinmes faced by nultiple famly nmenber inheritors of property,
who in sone instances cannot subdivide their inherited property
anong thenselves, this bill has the potential of creating vastly
nore problens than it would resolve. For exanple, each lot could
be put to uses that may only be safe and appropriate for the | arger
parcel. Subdivisions could greatly exceed densities established
under zoning |aws that affect surrounding property. Also, due to
its lack of clarity, the bill could create nmany probl ens for people
pl anning their estates to reduce federal estate taxes.

There is no sound public policy reason to all ow such speci al
privil eges under SHB 1935.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Substitute House Bill No.



1935 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



