1705
Sponsor(s): Representative McMorris

Brief Title: Modifying provisions relating to retention of reports
of child abuse or neglect.

HB 1705 - DI GEST

Specifies that, to protect the privacy in reporting and the
mai nt enance of reports of nonaccidental injury, neglect, death
sexual abuse, and cruelty to children by their parents, and to
saf eguard agai nst arbitrary, malicious, or erroneous i nformation or
actions, the departnent shall only maintain files of reports if
child abuse or neglect has been found by clear and convincing
evi dence.

Requires the departnent to notify any personinwitingif his
or her nane is mintained in any filing system related to
all egations of child abuse or neglect and the person’s right to
appeal the inclusion of his or her nanme in any such system

Provides that, in determ ning the character, suitability, and
conpet ence of an agency and ot her persons associ ated with an agency
directly responsible for the care and treatnent of children, the
departnment shall nmke a determnation based solely on the
i nformati on avail abl e under chapter 43.43 RCW



