1680- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Sunp, McMorris, L. Thomas, Chandl er,
Buck, Shel don and M el ke)

Brief Title: Regulating mining and m|1ling operations.

HB 1680-S - DI GEST

(AS OF HOUSE 2ND READI NG 3/12/97)

Recogni zes that the extraction of mnerals by surface m ning
is an essential activity making an inportant contribution to the
econom c well-being of the state and nation, and that it is not
possible to extract mnerals w thout producing sone environnental
I npacts.

Decl ares t hat conprehensive regul ati on of m ning and t horough
reclamation of mned lands is necessary to prevent or mtigate
conditions that would be detrinental to the environnent and to
protect the general welfare, health, safety, and property rights of
the citizens of the state.

Finds that a balance between appropriate environnental
regul ation and the production and conservation of mnerals is in
the best interests of the citizens of the state.



