1474- S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Governnent Reform & Land Use
(originally sponsored by Representatives Reans, Cairnes, Lisk,
Sher st ad, Shel don, Sheahan, Pennington, Hatfield, Koster, Dunn

Doumt, MMorris, Alexander, Thonpson, Bush, MDonald, Delvin,
Wensman and Ml | i ken)

Brief Title: Increasing categorical exenptions from SEPA.
HB 1474-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS PASSED LEGQ SLATURE)

Decl ares that decisions pertaining to the follow ng m nor new
construction proposals and mnor |and use proposals wthin urban
grom h areas designated under RCW 36.70A. 110 are exenpt from
threshold determnation and environnental i npact statenent
requi renents: (1) Construction of or location of any residenti al
structures of ten or fewer dwelling units;

(2) construction of an office, school , commerci al ,
recreational, service, or storage building wth eight thousand or
fewer square feet of gross floor area, and wi th associ ated parki ng
facilities;

(3) construction of a parking | ot designed for forty or fewer
aut onobi | es;

(4) division of land into nine or fewer lots or parcels; and

(5) any landfill or excavation of five hundred cubic yards
t hroughout the total lifetinme of the fill or excavation.

Provides that the |legislative authority of a county or city
that is planning under RCW 36. 70A. 040 may raise the exenption
| evel s specified in this act by ordinance or resolution to the
followng maximum levels wthin wurban growh areas: (1)
Construction of or location of any residential structures of a
maxi mum of twenty or fewer dwelling units; and

(2) construction of an office, school , commerci al ,
recreational, service, or storage building wth a maxi rumof twel ve
thousand or fewer square feet of gross floor area, and wth
associ ated parking for forty or fewer autonobiles.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1474-S
May 19, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval, Substitute House
Bill No. 1474 entitled:
"AN ACT Rel ating to increasing categorical exenptions fromthe
state environnmental policy act within areas designated as
urban growt h areas under the growh managenent act;"
Substitute House Bill No. 1474 woul d i ncrease the categori cal
exenptions from threshold determ nation and environnental inpact
statenment requirenents for developnent activities wthin urban
growt h areas. Al though this legislation would increase the



certainty and tineliness of small to nediumsized devel opnent
projects within wurban growh areas where growh is to be
encouraged, it does so at too high a price.

One of ny goals regarding |land use issues is to increase the
discretion and flexibility afforded to |ocal governnents. Thi s

bill would have the opposite effect by inposing a top down, one-
size-fits-all approach to SEPA review of projects below a certain
state-established threshold size. Furthernore, this bill could

have the unintended effect of precluding a |ocal governnent from
adm nistratively applying substantive protection neasures for
critical areas regulations required under the G owh Mnagenent
Act, or from assessing inpact fees for roads, schools, or other
i npacts on these projects.

By adopting a commttee anendnent that would have clarified
t hese points and then rejecting that amendnent on the floor of the
Senate, the legislature may have created legislative history
supporting the position that |ocal governnents are precluded from
assessing i npact fees and protecting critical areas with respect to
t hese exenpted projects. This type of legislative history would be
difficult to overcone in court.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Substitute House Bill No.
1474 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



