1374- S2

Sponsor (s): House Comm ttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored
by Representatives Smth, Johnson, Hi ckel, Talcott, B. Thomas and
Thonpson)

Brief Title: Establishing alternate teacher certification.

HB 1374-S2.E - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Declares an intent of the legislature to facilitate a
condi tional opportunity for community nmenbers, including business
and retired persons, to bring their expertise and work experiences
into the classroons in Washi ngton to enrich the | earni ng experience
of students.

Aut hori zes a school district on behalf of an individual
candidate to apply to the superintendent of public instruction for
the issuance of an alternate teacher certificate. The
superintendent of public instruction shall issue the alternate
teacher certificate if designated requirenents are net and
docunent ed.

Provides that an individual desiring to teach beyond the
expiration date of the alternate teacher certificate may apply to
the superintendent of public instruction for an initial or
resi dency teaching certificate. The state superintendent shal
issue the individual an initial or residency certificate if the
desi gnated requirenents are net and docunent ed.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1374- S2
April 3, 1998
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval, Engrossed Second
Substitute House Bill No. 1374 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to alternate teacher certification;"

This legislation would require the state to issue alternate
certification to individuals who want to teach mddle school
junior high, or high school students. Such individuals would have
to neet certain practical and experience requirenents, and conpl ete

an "assessnent"” of teaching know edge. The results of the
assessnment woul d be used by the enpl oying district to structure on-
the-job training and assistance. The bill would al so provide that

after two years of successful teaching under such an alternate
certificate, and upon passing assessnents of subject matter and
t eachi ng know edge, the individual would be issued an initial or
resi dency teaching certificate.

The foundation of this legislationis in the assessnents. In
lieu of a formal teacher preparation program the assessnents woul d
provide the state with assurances that the individual it certifies
has both adequate know edge of the subject matter, as well as
adequate know edge and skills in teaching nethods, classroom



managenent, child devel opnent and behavior, school safety and
di sci pline, and other inportant conpetencies. Unfortunately, the
Legislature did not pass a bill authorizing devel opnent of
assessnments. Wthout the assessnents, the state would be required
to issue certificates wthout assurance that these teachers wll
have nmet inportant conpetency standards. In addition, wthout the
assessnents the bill would not inprove the alternate certification
| aws that already exist. The State Board of Education currently
has authority to issue two-year conditional and internship
certificates, as well as alternate certificates which all ow peopl e
of "unusual distinction or exceptional talent" to teach in their
areas of expertise.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Engrossed Second Substitute
House Bill No. 1374 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



