1303- S2

Sponsor (s): House Comm ttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored
by Representatives Hickel, Johnson, Talcott, Smth, Backl und,
McMorris, Radcliff, Thonpson, denents, Sheahan, B. Thomas, D.
Schm dt, L. Thomas, Huff, Crouse, Robertson, Schoesl er, Penni ngton,
Cooke, Sullivan, Mtchell, Kastama, Dyer, Cairnes, Sunp, Sterk,
McDonal d and Koster)

Brief Title: Changing education provisions.
HB 1303-S2. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Al'l ows the board of directors of each school district to grant
wai vers, or partial waivers, of state | aws and rul es and of school
district policies and procedures to schools within the district in
accordance with this act.

Requires that, to apply for waivers, a school principal nust
prepare an application to the board of directors that identifies
which laws and rules are being requested for waiver and the
rationale for the request. The rationale nust identify how
granting the waivers will inprove student |earning or the delivery
of education services in the school. The application nmust include
evidence that the school’s teachers, classified enployees, site
council, parents, and students, as appropriate, are commtted to
wor ki ng cooperatively in inplementing the waiver.

Directs the school board to provide for public review and
comment regardi ng the waiver request.

Decl ares that the foll ow ng may not be waived: (1) Laws and
rules pertaining to health, safety, and civil rights;

(2) provisions of the basic education act relating to
certificated instructional staff ratios, RCW 28A 150.100; goals,
RCW 28A. 150. 210; funding allocations, formulas, and definitions,
RCW 28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150.260; and salary and conpensation
m ni mum anounts and [imtations, RCW 28A. 400. 200;

(3) the essential academc l|earning requirenments being
devel oped by the comm ssion on student | earning i n RCW28A. 630. 885;

(4) the assessnent, accountability, and reporting requirenents
in RCW 28A. 230.190, the fourth grade standardized test; RCW
28A. 230. 230, the eight grade standardized test; RCW 28A. 230. 240,
the el eventh grade standardi zed test; RCW 28A. 630. 885, assessnent
requi renents as devel oped by the comm ssion on student | earning;
and RCW 28A. 320. 205, the annual perfornmance report;

(5) requirenents in RCW 28A. 150. 220 pertaining to the tota
nunber of program hours that nust be offered;

(6) state and federal financial reporting and auditing
requirenents;

(7) state constitutional requirenents and certification and
other requirenments in chapter 28A 410 RCW

Directs the superintendent of public instruction, in
col | aboration with school district personnel and the state board of
education, to conduct a study to identify additional actions that
can be taken to increase flexibility for individual schools and



school districts. The study shall review the superintendent of
public instruction’s rul e nmaking process, the granting of waivers
from provisions of collective bargaining agreenents, and other
policies and practices that reduce school and school district
flexibility. The study shall be submtted to the education
committees of the senate and house of representatives by Decenber
1, 1997.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1303- S2
May 20, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 4,
7, 10, 20 and 21, Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1303
entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to education;"

Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 1303 authorizes
school districts’ boards of directors to grant to individual
schools within their districts full or partial waivers of specified
laws and rules relating to education. This authorization provides
greater flexibility to locally elected officials and enables
principals to propose what is best for the children in their
schools. Because the authorization is granted only until June 30,
1999, and because the |egislation requires the Superintendent of
Public Instruction to study the effect of the waivers, it is clear
the Legislature intended this legislation to be an experinent in
greater local authority and flexibility.

Section 4 would all ow the wai ver of statutes that protect the
educational rights of students with disabilities, section 7 would
allow the waiver of statutes that protect bilingual students
section 10 woul d all ow wai ver of the state wi de truancy standards,
section 20 would allow waiver of statutes that protect sexua
equality, and section 21 anmends the statute regardi ng probationary
periods for certificated school enployees. | believe there is
sufficient new authority and flexibility in this bill regarding
ot her parts of education |aw to enable a nmeani ngful "experinment in
greater local authority and flexibility" w thout the inclusion of
t hese statutes designed to protect special popul ati ons of students.

The state w de truancy standards were part of the "Becca Bill"
and are just beginning to have an effect. It would be
i nappropriate to allow themto be waived so soon. Except for the
expiration date, section 21 is identical to provisions in SB 5340
whi ch | have al ready approved.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 4, 7, 10, 20 and 21
of Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 13083.

Wth the exception of sections 4, 7, 10, 20, and 21, Engrossed
Second Substitute House Bill 1303 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor






