1022-S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Buck, Johnson, Mtchell, MMorris
Tal cott, Hickel, Chandler, Mstin, Lanbert, Sheldon, Schoesler
Hatfield, Kessler, Milliken, Honeyford, Thonpson, Koster, DeBolt,
D. Sommers, Carrell, L. Thomas, Dunn, M el ke, Cenents, O Brien and
Doumi t)

Brief Title: Prohibiting the departnent of natural resources from
entering into certain agreenents with the federal governnent
wi thout prior |legislative and gubernatorial approval.

HB 1022-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS PASSED LEQ SLATURE)

Decl ares that the legislature shall exercise its appropriate
authority as trustee over state trust lands by reviewing the
exi sting habitat conservation plan for state forest | ands. The
| egi sl ature shall make its own determ nation as to whet her the pl an
and the acconpanying inplenentation agreenent are in conpliance
wth the state’s fiduciary responsibilities and are, in fact, in
the best interests of the trust beneficiaries. |f the |egislature
finds that the habitat conservation plan and inplenentation
agreenent are in the best interests of the trust beneficiaries, the
| egi slature shall so state either through |egislation, joint

menorial, or resolution. |[If the legislature has not nade such a
statenent by March 15, 1998, the departnent of natural resources
shal | i medi ately exercise the provision in the habitat

conservation plan inplenentation agreenent termnating that
agreenent and pl an. The departnent of natural resources shal
notify the legislature inmediately that it has taken this required
action.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 1022-S
May 19, 1997
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval, Substitute House
Bill No. 1022 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to the departnent of natural resources;"”

Substitute House Bill No. 1022 would require that |ong-range
commtnments nmade by the Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR)
regardi ng the managenent of state trust |ands, specifically, the
habi tat conservation plan (HCP), and the inplenmentation agreenent
made with the federal governnment pursuant to the federal Endangered
Species Act, be subject to |legislative review The | egislature
would determne "whether the plan and the acconpanying
i npl enentation agreenent are in conpliance with the state's
fiduciary responsibilities and are, in fact, in the best interests
of the trust beneficiaries.” The HCP would automatically be
termnated unless the legislature took affirmative action to



approve it by March 15, 1998.

In 1957, the legislature created the Board of Natural
Resources to provide broad direction to DNR over the managenent of
state trust lands. There was solid wisdomin this approach taken
by the legislature. The Board of Natural Resources reviewed the
benefits and risks to the HCP and concl uded, after three years of
t hor ough exam nation and public review, that the HCP was in the
| ong-term best interest of the trust beneficiaries. As such, the
Board has well nmet its fundanental responsibilities as a trust

manager, provi di ng long-term stability and revenue for
beneficiaries now and for generations to cone. It is not
appropriate for the legislature to now usurp DNR s authority.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Substitute House Bill No.

1022 in its entirety.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



