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Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hargrove, MCaslin, Snyder, Patterson and ke

Read first time 01/16/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

TO THE HONORABLE GARY LOCKE, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON
AND TO THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS, AND TO THE
DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL ADM NI STRATION, AND TO THE
STATE’S VI ETNAM VETERANS ORGANI ZATI ONS:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, In 1984, |egislation was enacted authorizing the design
and placenment of a nenorial on the Capitol canpus honoring Washi ngton
state residents who died or are mssing-in-action— in the southeast
Asi a theater of operations; and

WHEREAS, This nenorial, comonly known as the Vi etnamnenorial, was
dedicated in May 1987, and was alnost totally paid for from many
private contributions; and

VWHEREAS, There are over eleven hundred nanmes engraved on the
menorial representing those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their
country; and

VWHEREAS, Joel Dean Smth, deceased spouse of Boneita Smth, who
sust ai ned massive war-related injuries that resulted in the anputation
of both legs at the hip and who suffered physically and enotionally for
over twenty years is representative of many thousands of Washington
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state residents who have died and will die fromwar-related injuries
received in the southeast Asia theater of operations; and

VWHEREAS, The pain, suffering, and above all courage of these
Washi ngton state residents should be recogni zed and honored;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Governor of the State of Washington, in consultation with the Director
of the Departnent of Veterans Affairs, the Director of the Departnent
of  General Adm ni strati on, and the state’s Vietnam veterans
organi zati ons, have placed upon the southeast Asia nenorial a plaque
honoring those veterans who died fromwar-related injuries received in
t he sout heast Asia theater of operations.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this menorial be immediately
transmtted to the honorable Gary Locke, Governor of the State of
Washi ngton, the Director of the Departnent of Veterans Affairs, the
Director of the Departnent of General Adm nistration, and the state’s
Vi et nam vet erans organi zati ons.

--- END ---
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